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November 08 Launch

Rolf Harris Visit

Dear Collector
Happy New Year and welcome to the March
2009 Mint Issue. This year I look forward to
releasing our latest collectible products which
carry exciting new themes and new designs.
Before Christmas we hosted our annual
new product launch which showcased our
2009 International Year of Astronomy (IYA)
Year Sets. Despite the adverse weather
the event was well attended by many of
our collectors and members of the public,
including a strong contingent from the
Canberra Astronomical Society, many
of whom brought their telescopes. The
formal part of the evening concluded with
a spectacular light show over the external
walls of the Mint building, displaying
images supplied by astro-photographer
David Malin. Visit our website to view
images from the event. Two IYA themed
coins are currently available; a $1 coin
which features the iconic Parkes Radio
Telescope and a 20c coin which promotes
community involvement and depicts
stargazers enjoying the night sky.
Also in December we had a special visit
from the first artist featured in our Great
Australian Artist series, Rolf Harris. Rolf
enjoyed an informal morning tea with
Mint staff members and discussed a secret
project which will add another dimension
to his famous coin artwork.
On 1 January the Mint Shop opened its
doors and unveiled the design on our new
mintmark coin which celebrates the 60th
anniversary of Australian Citizenship. This
$1 coin design is available with a ‘C’ for
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Canberra mintmark in uncirculated and
silver proof finish and privy mark $1 coins
are also now available with ‘S’ for Sydney,
‘M’ for Melbourne and ‘B’ for Brisbane in an
uncirculated finish.
In an exciting finale to our International
Polar Year coin series we have released a
fourth coin which captures the amazing
colours of the Aurora Australis. This coin
also includes, in hologram form, design
elements from the preceding coins in the
series; a map of key scientific base camps,
the Antarctic Skua in flight and the first
Australians to reach the South Magnetic Pole.
In closing, I would like to thank you all
for your patience and understanding
during what has been the most significant
period of change in our history - the most
substantial upgrade to the Mint’s facilities
since its original construction in 1965.
During the autumn months, Mint staff will
be relocated to the new office space and
our new Mint Shop and Visitor Gallery will
be opened. The refurbished Mint will offer
a modern and innovative visitor experience
for the 200 000 people who visit the Mint
each year.
Happy collecting

Janine Murphy
CEO, Royal Australian Mint
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2009 $5 Silver Proof – Aurora Australis
International Polar Year 2007 – 2008
This series, having been developed with the Royal Society of Victoria,
commemorates Australia’s involvement in the Antarctic region and
continues our fascination with this hostile location.
The $5 silver proof hologram coin shows a silhouette of a sailing ship
surrounded by the amazing colours of the Aurora Australis. The colour of
the hologram changes to represent this celestial phenomenon. Depending
on the angle of the coin, you will experience an array of vibrant colours
which illustrate charged particles streaming from the sun towards the
South Pole.

Unique
Hologram Coin

We have included design elements from the preceding coins. Keen
observers will see the location details of several key scientific base camps,
the Antarctic Skua in flight and the first Australians to reach the South
Magnetic Pole from the Ernest Shackleton expedition. As with those
earlier releases we have again included intricate laser frosting revealing
concentric patterns on the land mass map.
Price (inc GST):

$95.00

802180

Nominal Specifications: $5, Ag 99.9%, 1 & 1/7 troy oz, 38.74 mm, 12 500, W. Pietranik

Delivery of the Aurora Australis Hologram Coin will not
commence until mid March, please see ‘Off the Presses’
on page 23 for delivery conditions.
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60th Anniversary of
Australian Citizenship
In 2009 this nation celebrates sixty years of the enactment of the Australian
Citizenship Act 1948. Over four million people have taken part in the
affirmation ceremony symbolising our unity as a country. To most new
Australians it gives a sense of belonging, a chance to make a commitment
to Australia and its values and to share in the common future. Of course
citizenship also brings with it added freedoms, not always available in other
countries, the right to vote, to stand for public office and to travel abroad
on an Australian passport.

2009 $1
Silver Proof
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2009 $1
‘S’ Privy Mark

The 2009 $1 Citizenship Coin is another fine design from our senior
designer Wojciech Pietranik, himself a new Australian having
immigrated in 1985. The Royal Australian Mint team itself is a small
snapshot of multiculturalism adding to the diversity of our nation,
but with one common thread running throughout — an equal
opportunity for all.
This coin design features the smiling faces of seven new Australians,
each as individual as the country they originate from. Their raised
hands symbolises their pride in becoming an Australian citizen, now
linked symbolically to create the star of Federation.

2009 $1
‘B’ Privy Mark

In January we released the $1 uncirculated & $1 silver proof ‘C’ for
Canberra mintmark. Now in March we release the ‘S’ for Sydney, ‘M’ for
Melbourne and ‘B’ for Brisbane privy mark $1 uncirculated coins, all
inexpensive but important additions to your one dollar coin collection.

2009 $1 Silver Proof
Price (inc GST):

$45.00

802148

Nominal Specifications: $1, Ag 99.9%, 11.66 g, 25.00 mm, Proof, 12 500, W. Pietranik

2009 $1
‘M’ Privy Mark

2009 $1 ‘C’ Mintmark 801943 2009 $1 ‘M’ Privy Mark 801937
2009 $1 ‘S’ Privy Mark 801935 2009 $1 ‘B’ Privy Mark 801939
Price (inc GST):

$3.00

Nominal Specifications: $1, Al/Bronze, 9.00 g, 25.00 mm, Uncirculated, Unlimited, W. Pietranik

2009 $1
‘C’ Mintmark
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Hi everyone! Meet
our two new friends Petey
Platypus and Lillypilly Frill-Necked
Lizard with their very
own merchandise
soon available.

Merchandise
Mobile Phone Holder
Lights up when the
phone rings
Price (inc GST):
9915064

$9.95

Mobile Charms
All the rage overseas
Price (Inc GST): $6.95
Binny Bilby 900005
Kip Koala 900003

Magnetic Brooches
Treasured forever
Price (inc GST): $6.95
Binny Bilby 900001
Kip Koala 900002

Gold Charms
Sure to draw admiring looks
Price (inc GST): $150.00
Binny Bilby 801372
Kip Koala 801371
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Continue your gold
collection today
$5 Gold Proof Coin Series
Meet our latest editions to some of the smallest legal tender coins. These two new
miniature coins are only 14 mm in diameter and produced from 1/25 of an ounce of
pure Australian gold.
Introducing our two latest Little Dinkums characters and good friends to Binny and Kip.
Firstly Lillypilly Frill-Necked Lizard, if they say never smile at a crocodile, then you can
certainly never quiz a frilled necked liz, she joins with Petey Platypus as the newest
editions to the Little Dinkums gold coin series.
Still only $95.00 each and with a worldwide mintage of 10 000, these gold coins make
the perfect gift for christenings and birthdays. For collectors they are an inexpensive
entry into the gold market and a worthy addition to your gold coin collection.

ORDER TODAY – NO PURCHASE LIMITS!
Price (inc GST): $95.00
$5 Lillypilly Frill-Necked Lizard 801892
$5 Petey Platypus 801882
$5 Kip Koala 801599
$5 Binny Bilby 801699
Nominal Specifications: $5, Au 99.99%, 1/25 troy oz, 14.00 mm, Proof, 10 000, Royal Australian Mint designers

Actual Size

14 mm

14 mm
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Gem Finish
What makes the Royal Australian Mint
Wedding Set so special?
We have totally redesigned the case and the packaging for the
2009 Wedding Coin Collection whilst still preserving the overall appeal
to all newlyweds and those collectors who appreciate quality.
With gem finish this set of six 2009 uncirculated coins, like a well-loved
spouse, will keep its attractive appearance for many years to come.
This 2009 coin collection is a permanent reminder of your
lasting love and friendship.
A gift to have and to hold from this day forward
and a great way to start your own family heirloom
to pass on to your own little treasures.
Price (inc GST):

$95.00

802310

For nominal specifications
see 2009 Year Sets (page11)
2009 Wedding Coin
Collection are gem
uncirculated finish.
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Following on from the success of the 2008 year sets, the Royal Australian
Mint releases the new 2009 themed $1 and a 20 cent coin design that will
feature in the two coin set and six coin set in both uncirculated and proof
finishes.

2009 Six Coin Proof Set
The $1 coin features the iconic Parkes Telescope. Designer Caitlin Goodall
wanted facets of the dish to appear jewel-like and the proof finish
certainly gives this coin that impression.
Keen-eyed coin enthusiasts will observe the sheep and fencing images
reflecting the rural landscape that surrounds this 64-metre telescope
used in radio astronomy.
Price (inc GST):

$115.00

$1 included
in 2009 Six
Coin Proof Set

803300

2009 Six Coin Uncirculated Set
The 20c coin design makes a direct link with the vision of the
International Year of Astronomy; involvement. This coin design features
three stargazers enjoying the experience of sky-observing. Whether
$1 included in
standing, sitting or using basic equipment everyone can enjoy a
2009 Two Coin
Uncirculated Set
personal sense of the wonder of our universe.
Price (inc GST):

$30.00

802370

2009 Two Coin Proof Set
Featuring the especially themed 20c coin and the ‘Five Kangaroos’
$1 coin, both in a stunning proof finish.
Price (inc GST):

$45.00

803370

20c included
in 2009 Two
Coin Proof Set

2009 Two Coin Uncirculated Set
An affordable way of owning the uncirculated International Year of
Astronomy themed $1 coin and the 2009 20c piece.
Price (inc GST):

$15.00

802880

Metal

Cupro Nickel				

Al/Bronze

Denomination
Mass (g)
Diameter (mm)

5c
2.83
19.41

$1
9.00
25.00

10c
5.65
23.60

20c
11.30
28.52

50c
15.55
31.51

$2
6.60
20.50

*International Year of Astronomy themed coins designed by C. Goodall.

20c included
in 2009 Six Coin
Uncirculated Set
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Bona fide leaders, determined, meticulous and highly dependable
are some of the qualities of those people born in the Year of the Ox.
Each Chinese animal has a profound influence on the personality and
destiny of each birth year. The Chinese believe this animal hides in
your heart.

2009 $10 Gold Proof Coin
Made from 99.9% pure Australian gold, this stunning proof coin will
remain a powerful symbol of prosperity and fortitude to those born in
the Year of the Ox.
Price (inc GST):

$235.00

802338 Limited quantities remaining

Nominal Specifications: $10, Au 99.9%, 1/10 troy oz, 17.53 mm, Proof, 2500, V. Gottwald

2009 $1 Silver Proof Coin
People born in the Year of the Ox are strong, reliable and
conscientious, the $1 silver proof coin also holds some of those same
qualities. The stunning mirror finish, the pure silver and the symbolic
red case combine to provide style and brilliance.
Price (inc GST):

$45.00

802336

Nominal Specifications: $1, Ag 99.9%, 3/8 troy oz, 25.00 mm, Proof, 10 000, V. Gottwald

2009 $1 Uncirculated Coin
People born in 2009, 1997, 1985, 1973…are sociable and relaxed.
This is a great gift to newborns of 2009 and those celebrating special
milestones this year. With the red envelope provided, it is suitable to
send to loved ones anywhere and still at the same great 2007 price.
Price (inc GST):

$12.75

802334

Nominal Specifications: $1, Al/ Bronze, 9.00 g, 25.00 mm, Uncirculated, Unlimited, V. Gottwald

2008 Year of the Rat coins still available.
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Introducing the newest member of our family to the newest member of
yours. Blinky Bill, considered an Australian classic and still endearing to
children and adults alike, showcases the 2009 baby coin sets.

2009 Proof Australian Baby Coin Set
The timeless and enduring Blinky Bill character is featured on the
medallion and for the first time with a full colour print. This set remains
a favourite with coin collectors as it contains all six standard 2009
circulating coins in a stunning proof finish.
Price (inc GST):

$120.00

803309

2009 Uncirculated Australian Baby Coin Set
An old time favourite for a new generation, the 2009 uncirculated six coin
set features an especially themed $1 coin of Blinky Bill’s creator Dorothy
Wall as well as a 27 mm version of the Blinky Bill pad printed medallion.
Packaging includes designs taken from original 1930 drawings of the Blinky
Bill character in various mischievous poses.This set comes flat packed and
ready to travel to that special family occasion.
Price (inc GST):

$35.00

802369

$1 Designer: C. Goodall
For nominal specifications
see 2009 Year Sets (page 11)
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Released over three years, the Masterpieces in Silver
Aviation Series will acknowledge the proud history and
significant contribution to the origins and development of
Australian aviation.
The first release honours two diverse Australian passenger aircraft.
The earliest Avro 504K to the newest Airbus A380.
Aviation themed coins are popular around the world. A highlight of all
the coin designs in this series are the two different aspects of the aircraft
featured on each coin. These designs also include a view from the
cockpit or from one of the windows. Struck in pure silver and finished
to an impeccable proof standard, each coin perfectly captures the
distinctive traits of each individual aircraft.

Exclusive coin stand FREE
with every coin set purchased.
Additional coin stands are
available to purchase.
Price (inc GST):
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$9.95

8145508
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2008 $5 Silver Proof Coin
Masterpieces in Silver Aviation Series
Avro 504K
After successful service over Europe during World War I and as a training and
private use plane, QANTAS took delivery of its first aircraft the Avro 504K in 1921.
This single engine, wooden structured bi-plane carried two passengers and was
used for joy flights, air taxi services and promoted the future advantages of air
transport to thousands of Australians. The design on this coin is so life-like you can
almost feel the wind rushing by.

Airbus A380
The largest passenger jet ever built, the Airbus A380 has a cruising speed of 900 km/h
and is capable of carrying up to 800 passengers. This true giant of the air is 73 metres
in length, with a 79 metre wingspan and a total weight of 540 000 kilograms.
With over one troy ounce of silver and 38.74 mm in diameter this $5 silver proof coin
will also command attention.

$130.00
Price (inc GST): $150.00
Price (inc GST):

2 x 2008 coin in 2 coin case 801953
2 x 2008 coin in 6 coin case 801944

Nominal Specifications: $5, Ag, 99.9%, 1 &1/7 troy oz, 38.74 mm, Proof, 10 000 per coin, W. Pietranik

Masterpieces in Silver Six Coin Set
The only sure way of securing all six of the Flying Through Time Aviation Series
coins is by registering your interest in our six coin program. Only 3000 of these sets
are available. Purchase the six coin case containing the two 2008 coins with
the guarantee of securing the 2009 & 2010 releases. Included are unique
boarding pass certificates containing information about each aircraft.
Note: Total mintage for each 2008, 2009 & 2010 coin is 10 000.
7000 have been authorised for inclusion in the 2 coin sets.

ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
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The Great Australian Artist Series
2009 Great Australian
Artist Series competition
Win 2 gold certificates from BridgeClimb
Sydney + $1000 spending money.
Conditions apply

Competition Details
Simply spend $100 or more on two coins in one
transaction from the 2009 Great Australian Artist
Series designed by Ken Done and be eligible to win.
For full terms and conditions please visit
www.ramint.gov.au

Permit Numbers:
NSW Permit No: LTPS/08/09540,
ACT Permit No: 08/03558,
SA Licence No TO8/3407
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2009 $1 Selectively Gold Plated Silver
Kangaroo Coin
Gold plating the background images of the sun, Uluru and the desert sand
really sets this coin apart. With one troy ounce of silver and a shimmering
proof finish, the end result speaks for itself - simply stunning.
Price (inc GST):

$95.00

801920

Nominal Specifications: $1, Ag 99.9%, 1 troy oz, 40.00 mm, Selectively Gold Plated,12 500, K. Done

2009 $1 Silver Kangaroo Proof Coin
Produced with one troy ounce of Australian silver, this proof coin is of
impeccable world standard. Add to that the brilliant mirror-like finish
and the Ken Done kangaroo design literally bounds off the coin.
Price (inc GST):

$65.00

801929

Nominal Specifications: $1, Ag 99.9%, 1 troy oz, 40.00 mm, Proof, 20 000, K. Done

2009 $1 Silver Kangaroo Frosted
Uncirculated Coin and 2009 $1 Kangaroo
Frosted Uncirculated Coin (Cupro Nickel)
Once again we release two affordable kangaroo coins, one in silver
and the other in a cupro nickel, both with a frosted uncirculated
finish. These coins are presented in cards. An easy way to send to
friends and loved ones around the world.
Price (inc GST):

$50.00

801921

Nominal Specifications: $1, Ag 99.9%, 1 troy oz, 40.00 mm, Frosted Uncirculated, 20 000, K. Done
Price (inc GST):

$24.95

801925

Nominal Specifications: $1, Cu/Ni, 27.22 g, 38.74 mm, Frosted Uncirculated, Unlimited, K. Done
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2009 $5 Silver Proof – Antarctic Explorers
International Polar Year 2007 – 2008
The coin design by Wojciech Pietranik features members of the
1907-09 Ernest Shackleton Nimrod Expedition. Sir Douglas Mawson
accompanied by Tannat Edgeworth David and Forbes Mackay were
the first group to reach the South Magnetic Pole. Later the Australian
Antarctic Expedition laid the foundations for Australia’s continued
research and Antarctic exploration as detailed in the background
design of this coin.
The Australian Antarctic Territory is part of our collective national
pride and continues to fascinate. This $5 silver proof coin will be
an enduring reminder of Australia’s historical and adventurous
association with the most extreme and hostile environment on earth.
Note: 500 coins reserved for a 2009 montage.

Price (inc GST):

$65.00

801596

Nominal Specifications: $5, Ag 99.9%, 1 & 1/7 troy oz, 38.74 mm, 12 500, W. Pietranik

Don’t forget to check out the new hologram coin
on page 3.
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of Sir Donald Bradman’s Birth
2008 $5 Uncirculated Coin
It’s time to put the bat and ball away as the 2008/2009 summer of
Australian cricket draws to a close. But one thing that should never
be forgotten is to continue to pay homage to a man who is still
generally regarded as the greatest batsman of all time.
This large commemorative $5 coin measures 38.74 mm in diameter.
The design captures ‘The Don’ in a familiar pose, saluting the crowd
after making yet another century - 211 centuries in total. Packaged
in a flat pack that easily transforms into a great desk or shelf display,
included are some great Bradman images from the Australian
National Library and the Bradman Foundation archives.

Price (inc GST):

$18.75

801642

Nominal Specifications: $5, Al/Bronze, 20 g, 38.74 mm, Uncirculated, Unlimited, V. Gottwald

Stumped for a gift idea,
then this is perfect for any
cricket tragic.
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2008 $5 Silver Proof Coin
30 Years of Northern Territory Government
The fifth release in this series recognises 30 years of self-government in the
Northern Territory with an equally stunning $5 silver proof coin.
The Northern Territory took shape slowly as an independent territory.
South Australia took over responsibility for it in 1863, but relinquished
the territory to the federal government in 1911. The Territory was then
governed by Commonwealth administrators until 1974 when a Northern
Territory elected Legislative Assembly was created. Full internal selfgovernment under a unicameral system followed in 1978.
If you have collected all the State Series coins so far, then this new addition
will be another star in a fine collection and yours to own today!
Price (inc GST):

$65.00

802088

2007 & 2006 $5 Silver Proof Coin
150 Years of State Government – South Australia,
Victoria, Tasmania, New South Wales
All these $5 silver proof coins are struck in fine silver and are a
permanent reminder of the milestones in celebrating Australia’s rich
history and the development of our federal and state system
of Government.
SA: 802002
VIC: 800009

TAS: 801005
NSW: 800030

Nominal specifications : $5, Ag 99.9%, 1&1/7 troy oz, 38.74 mm, Proof, 12 500, W. Pietranik

QLD State Series coin coming soon!
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Fine Silver Proof
2008 YEAR SET
With its bright colour and workable properties, silver, like gold has
always been a popular metal and source of value. Egyptians wore
silver as ornamentation as far back as 2000 BC. The Greeks made
their drachmas out of silver which became an accepted form of trade.
The 2008 Fine Silver Year Set certainly deserves its place among the
best. Coin designer Vladimir Gottwald and the extraordinary Mint
production team have again combined precision and their meticulous
commitment to craftsmanship, to produce a silver proof coin set of
unsurpassed quality.
This set represents the only way of securing both the themed
$1 and the 20c piece, in one complete six coin year set.
Both coin designs capture powerful images as a reminder
of this nation’s environmental fragility.
Price (inc GST):

$255.00 801890

Only 400 300 sets remaining in exclusive packaging prepared
for the 2008 Berlin World Money Fair.
Price (inc GST):

$280.50 801893

Nominal Specifications
Denomination
Mass (g)
Diameter (mm)

5c
3.24
19.41

Metal: Fine Silver 99.9%

10c
6.57
23.60

20c
13.36
28.52

Finish: Proof 		

50c
18.24
31.51

$1
11.66
25.00

$2
8.55
20.50

Mintage: 6000 Inc WMF Overprint

*2007 Fine Silver Year set still available
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2008 $1 Pad Printed Uncirculated Coin Series
A great way for kids to begin coin collecting.

Echidna
Echidnas look fearsome with their sharp spines that cover the back of
their short stocky bodies but in fact they are a shy animal that curls up
into a ball when frightened. Ants are one of their preferred foods and
are featured in the sculptured background of this coin.

Rock Wallaby
The rocky outcrops and cliff ledges are a feature of this coin design,
as it is the perfect place to find this animal. Sometimes described as
the bush acrobat, the rock wallaby is often seen leaping and bounding
around some of the most rugged areas of Australia.

Koala
Easily one of Australia’s most recognised animals, this coin design
portrays the koala in typical pose. Even though the koala is often
referred to as a bear their closest relative is in fact the wombat.
The design also features eucalyptus leaves, their favourite food and
their main source of fluids.

Wombat
Wombats are stout sturdy animals with stubby powerful legs making
them ideal diggers and earning them the nickname of the bulldozer
of the bush. As the coin design indicates they make their homes in
hollowed out logs leading into intricate underground tunnel systems.
Price (inc GST): $14.95
$1 Echidna 802456
$1 Rock Wallaby 802458
$1 Koala 802452
$1 Wombat 802454
Nominal Specifications: $1, Al / Bronze, 9.00 g, 25.00 mm, Uncirculated, Pad Printed, Unlimited, S. Foster
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Off the Presses
International News

Upcoming Releases

• In early February the Royal Australian
Mint attended the World Money Fair in
Berlin. This three day event was well
supported from international mints,
suppliers, coin dealers and enthusiastic
numismatists. A highlight of the event was
the announcement of this year’s People’s
Choice for Coin of the Year award. We are
delighted that our Kangaroo at Sunset gold
coin was nominated and is now regarded
with such high international acclaim.

• 2009 Fine Silver Year Set

Local News
• Congratulations to Belinda Curby who was
the very first person to press the new 2009
$1 Citizenship ‘C’ Mintmark on 1 January
right here at the Mint. We also presented
the next ninety-nine gallery press visitors
with special certificates.
• Presently we are in the process of finalising
the new Mint Shop and Visitor Gallery
fit-out, we hope to have the new Mint Shop
and Visitor Gallery opened to the public in
autumn.

Important Dates
• 2009 Subscription Coin – orders close
25 May 2009
• The 2009 Great Australian Artist
Sydney BridgeClimb competition closes
7 April 2009, see page 16 for full details
or visit www.ramint.gov.au

• Final two releases of the 2009 $1 Pad
Printed Land Series Coins
• 2009 Queensland State Series
$5 Silver Proof Coin
• 2009 $1 Uncirculated Coin Inspirational Australians
• A very unique $5 Silver Proof –
international Year of Astronomy Coin

Investors – Gold Coins limited stock still remaining
• 2008 Icons of the Commonwealth,
gold coin set
• 2008 Centenary of Rugby League
$10 Gold Proof Coin
• 2008 Lunar Coin – Year of the Rat
$10 Gold Proof Coin

Important delivery
information
• All customers are to expect delivery delays
until mid March if their order includes the
Aurora Australis Hologram Coin.
• The Mint advises that customers requesting
split deliveries will incur extra postage
charges.

Centenary of Rugby League
2008 $10 Gold Proof Coin
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