
1



Welcome to the November edition of Mint Issue and the release 
of the Mint’s 2005 annual coins with a special commemoration of 
the end of the Second World War. The designs for our coins have 
been developed to represent three important aspects; the issues 
that would have the most relevance to Australians, and these are 
Peace, Coming Home and Remembrance.  For such a distinctive 
commemoration that touches Australians, the designs will be 
produced on the $1 coin, the 20 cent piece, and the 50 cent piece. 

A heart-warming touch to the design on the 20 cent piece is 
the young Australian girl in the photograph that inspired the 
design, has been discovered, 60 years later. Jacqui Dowling was 
just a young girl when her father returned from the war and in 
a very touching moment a photographer captured this family’s 
intimate reunion. It was during our collaborative research with 
the Australian War Memorial that this photograph emerged and 
became the inspiration for one of our coins.

In this issue we are also releasing some beautiful new products. 
Many will fi nd their way into greater collections and many will 
be the start of new collections, and quite possibly a few will fi nd 
their way into Christmas stockings. Our limited edition Christmas 
medallion is again released this year, building a tradition that 
we envisage as ‘a tree of memories’. Over the years these special 
collector items will be hung year-after-year on family trees. 

I am also extremely pleased to announce that the Royal Australian 
Mint will be minting the coins and the winners medals for the 
Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth Games. You will fi nd some 
exciting and beautifully designed commemorative coins in this 

program, which I hope to announce in March 2005.

Vivienne Thom

Controller

Royal Australian Mint

Dear Collector
coins shown actual size
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Almost a million Australians, both men and women, 

served in the Second World War.  Over 30 000 were 

taken prisoner and 39 000 gave their lives. In 1945 

the announcement of the end of the Second World 

War evoked a range of emotions and images that 

continue to touch us today.

To commemorate the 60th anniversary of the end 

of the Second World War the Royal Australian Mint 

is proud to release a unique collection of coins 

entitled Peace, Coming Home and Remembrance. 

Peace – this $1 coin captures the joy and spontaneity 

of one of Australia’s most iconic images taken during 

victory celebrations at end of the Second World War.

Coming Home – the design on this 20 cent coin 

is inspired by an image from the Australian War 

Memorial of an Australian soldier, an ex-prisoner 

of war returning home and seeing family after 

many years apart. 

Remembrance – struck on a 50 cent coin this 

design captures the sombre and refl ective mood of 

remembrance and the enormous cost of 

all confl icts.

The designs of the 20 cent, 50 cent and $1 coins 

have been included in the 2005 Year Sets. The sets 

are a continuing reminder of this important time in 

Australian history and will remain a treasured part 

of any collection for years to come.

See page four for further information and coin 

images.

We Remember
   

Australian War Memorial Negative Numbers: 138568, 141755, 080984, 080986, 112904, 112906, 

113813, 122084, 122106, 137561, 137909, OG2848, OG3145, OG3146, PO2018, UK2852

3



These signifi cant year sets are available in the proof or 

uncirculated fi nish. The proof version is of course struck 

to the Mint’s exacting proof standards and is housed in a 

striking wallet-style holder. 

The collection of uncirculated coins are packaged in 

blister packaging and fi nished with an attractive coin 

holder and envelope.

2005 Six Coin Sets
Peace, Coming Home, Remembrance
60th Anniversary of the end of the Second World War

Price (inc GST):
Proof - $80.00 801410 

Uncirculated - $23.50 801540 

Nominal Specifications

Metal Cupro Nickel    Aluminium Bronze
Denomination 5c 10c 20c 50c $1 $2
Mass (g) 2.83 5.65 11.30 15.55 9.00 6.60
Diameter (mm) 19.41 23.60 28.52 31.51 25.00 20.50

Coins not shown actual size
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What a special day it is to welcome a new baby to the 

world. The Baby Coin Set from the Royal Australian Mint 

is a truly thoughtful and unique gift for Mum, Dad and 

bub. The 2005 Baby Coin Set is no exception, featuring the 

three commemorative coins to mark 60 years since the 

end of the Second World War.

The sets are available in a proof or uncirculated version with 

a koala design medallion that allows for personal engraving. 

The packaging artwork has been created by respected 

water colourist Roland Harvey and possesses warmth 

and humour that will delight the lucky child and proud 

parents. The packaging can be personalised with the 

child’s family tree and birth details.

2005 Baby Coin Sets
Proof and uncirculated sets

Price (inc GST):
Proof - $95.00 801409

Uncirculated - $30.50 801541 

Nominal Specifi cations: See 2005 Year Set
Finish: Proof or Uncirculated 

Medallions shown actual size
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Nominal Specifications

Metal Cupro Nickel    Aluminium Bronze
Denomination 5c 10c 20c 50c $1 $2
Mass (g) 2.83 5.65 11.30 15.55 9.00 6.60
Diameter (mm) 19.41 23.60 28.52 31.51 25.00 20.50
Finish Gem Uncirculated

We all know how diffi cult it can be to fi nd a truly unique 

and personal wedding gift, whether it is for the bride and 

groom or thank you gifts to the wedding party. Thankfully 

the Wedding Coin Collection from the Royal Australian 

Mint offers exactly that. The set features a special plaque 

to allow your own personal inscription and this year, the 

collection contains the commemorative designs that mark 

60 years since the end of the Second World War.

2005 Wedding Coin Collection
Gem Uncirculated

Price (inc GST):
Gem Uncirculated - $77.00 801130
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Christmas is a time for families and friends to come 

together and share the season of joy. This year’s Christmas 

medallion carries the message “Peace on Earth”, a simple 

yet powerful statement that reminds us of the true spirit 

of the season and is a sentiment shared all around the 

world. The medallion is struck in copper with 24ct gold 

plating and is fi tted into a gold-plated eyelet enabling 

it to be hung as a decoration. It comes presented in a 

special greeting card and makes the perfect gift for this 

festive season. With a special release each year you can 

build a tree of memories.

Christmas Medallion
Peace on Earth

Price (inc GST): $26.00 802220

Nominal Specifications

Metal Mass Diameter Finish Mintage Designer

Copper (24ct gold plated) 29.60 g 40.00 mm Bright 2000 Vladimir Gottwald

Medallion not shown actual size
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Every year the Royal Australian Mint kangaroo coins 

receive favourable comments from Australia and the 

world-over. In 2005 we are proud to present this alluring 

design from Wojciech Pietranik that encompasses another 

great Australian icon. The bounding kangaroo is once 

again featured with the stars of the Southern Cross 

incorporated into the background creating a stunning 

contemporary piece.

Once again, the coins are available in a proof or frosted 

uncirculated fi nish. The proof coin is magnifi cently 

packaged and is accompanied by a numbered certifi cate 

of authenticity verifying this limited mintage proof coin.

The frosted uncirculated coin is housed in an attractive 

display card format.

2005 $1 Silver Kangaroo
$1 proof and frosted uncirculated coins

Nominal Specifications

Denomination Metal Mass Diameter Finish Mintage Designer

$1 Fine Silver (99.9%) One Troy Ounce  40.00  mm Proof  12 500 Wojciech Pietranik

$1 Fine Silver (99.9%) One Troy Ounce  40.00  mm Frosted Uncirculated Unlimited Wojciech Pietranik

Coins shown actual size

Price (inc GST):
Proof - $54.00 800719 

Frunc - $24.60 800705 
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The Fiordland Crested Penguin is one of New Zealand’s 

most endangered penguins with an estimated world 

population of 1 500 pairs. It is also the most timid, 

standing an average 40 centimetres high and weighing 

approximately four kilograms. 

Penguins never fail to capture our imagination and the 

Fiordland Crested Penguin with its bright yellow crest is 

no exception. The bright yellow crest starts at the base of 

the bill, extends over the eye and droops down the back 

of the head. Their yellow crests and raucous squawks 

distinguish them in the water.

In 2005, the Fiordland Crested Penguin is featured on 

the New Zealand $5 coin and is available separately as a 

99.9% silver coin with a proof or uncirculated fi nish. The 

coin also forms part of the 2005 seven coin year sets along 

with the standard New Zealand circulating currency, again 

available in a proof or uncirculated fi nish.

The Fiordland Crested Penguin
New Zealand proof and uncirculated coins

Nominal Specifications

Metal Cupro    Aluminium  Fine Silver  Cupro Nickel
 Nickel    Bronze   (proof) (unc)

Denomination 5c 10c 20c 50c $1 $2 $5 $5
Mass (g) 2.83 5.66 11.31 13.61 8.00 10.00 28.28 27.22
Diameter (mm) 19.43 23.62 28.58 31.75 23.00 26.50 38.74 38.74

Coin not shown actual size

Price (inc GST):
$5 Proof Coin  - $80.00 802014  

Proof Set - $121.00 802010

$5 Uncirculated Coin - $25.00 802024  

Uncirculated Set - $44.00 802015   
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Price (inc GST): $195.00 801910  

Nominal Specifications

Denomination: $1  $1 $1 $1 $1 $1

Design: Imperial Lion -  Five Kangaroos  Wombat  Waltzing Matilda Dollar  Decade Five Kangaroo
  Test Piece
 Previously  Previously Previously  Enhanced Enhanced  Standard 

 Unreleased  Unreleased Unreleased  2004 Re-strike 2004 Re-strike Circulating Design

Mass: 5.60 g 5.79 g 11.66 g 11.66 g 11.66 g 31.64 g

Diameter: 21.40 mm 23.80 mm 25.00 mm 25.00 mm 25.00 mm 40.00 mm

Shape: Equilateral Scalloped Round Round Round Round
 Curved Heptagon

Finish:  Proof Mintage:  18 000  Metal:  Fine Silver 99.9% 

Coins not shown actual size

The fi rst $1 coin was introduced into Australia’s decimal 

currency 20 years ago captivating the general public as it 

replaced the well-loved dollar note.

To celebrate the 20th anniversary of the release of the $1 

coin, the Royal Australian Mint has reproduced original 

Test Pieces and designs of the $1 coin never before seen 

by the Australian public.  

2004 Masterpieces in Silver
20 Years of the Australian Dollar Coin 

Imperial Lion – 
Test Piece

Dollar Decade – 
Enhanced Restrike

Waltzing Matilda – 
Enhanced Restrike

Five Kangaroos – 
Previously Unreleased

Wombat – 
Previously 
Unreleased

Five Kangaroos –
Standard Circulating 
Design  (40 mm)
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In May 2003 Primary Schools throughout Australia were 

invited to enter their best designs in the Royal Australian 

Mint’s national design competition. The theme of the 

design competition was ‘Australia’ and over 2 500 entries 

were received.

John Serrano, a Year 5/6 student (2003) at St Peter’s 

Primary School, East Keilor, Victoria, created the winning 

design with artwork that refl ects the character of three of 

our most recognisable bush characters – the wombat, the 

lorikeet and the koala. 

The artwork has a sense of warmth and attention to 

detail that made it a clear choice for judges. John’s initials 

have been incorporated on the reverse of this coin as 

recognition of his achievement. 

The design has been reproduced in an uncirculated 

version presented in a colourful display card while the 

stunning proof version, with a limited mintage of 12 500, 

is presented in a bright leather-look case. 

2004 50c Student Design
Proof and uncirculated coins

Price (inc GST):
Proof - $66.00
800042    

Price (inc GST):
Unc - $4.95
801504    

Nominal Specifi cations

Denomination Metal Mass Diameter  Finish Mintage

50c Fine Silver 99.9% 18.24 g 31.51 mm Proof 12 500

50c Cupro-Nickel 15.55 g 31.51 mm Uncirculated Unlimited

Designer  John Serrano

Coins not shown actual size
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In the dusty Victorian goldfi elds of 1854 a group of miners 
angered by unfair government treatment prepared for battle. 
When Victorian Government troops stormed the stockade in 
a surprise attack the course of Australian history took a sharp 
and bloody turn.

The family of 2004 Eureka Stockade products commemorate the 
struggle of that day and pay tribute to an event which shaped 
the character of our democracy and our concept of liberty.

2004 Eureka Stockade

Nominal Specifications

Denomination Metal Mass Diameter Finish Mintage Designer

$1 Aluminium Bronze 9.00 g 25.00  mm Uncirculated Unlimited Wojciech Pietranik

$1 Silver Proof Coin
Price (inc GST): $38.00 800188  

Nominal Specifications

Denomination Metal Mass Diameter Finish Mintage Designer

$1 Fine Silver (99.9%) 11.66 g 25.00 mm Proof  20 000 Wojciech Pietranik

Coin not shown actual size

2004 Eureka Stockade Montage
This stunning montage comprises a thoughtful collection 
of coins, stamps and images, plus a specially struck, 
hand-polished medallion. Also included is a genuine gold 
nugget sourced from the goldfi elds of Ballarat which rests 
upon an authentic gold miner’s licence. With fewer than 15 
remaining collectors are advised to act quickly.

Price (inc GST): $2295.00 805009  

$1 mintmark coins
‘M’ for Melbourne, ‘B’ for Brisbane, ‘S’ for Sydney, ‘C’ for 
Canberra, ‘E’ for Eureka struck in Ballarat for the fi rst time ever.

Price (inc GST): $2.75
S - 800526  B - 800528  E - 800559 C - 800524 M - 800527

Actual size: 744 mm x 555 mm
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At this time of year we are able to provide banknote collectors with 

some interesting facts about Australian currency and the production of 

polymer notes for other countries over the last fi nancial year:

•  The value of Australian notes on issue rose by $1.85 billion or 5.7% 

over 2003/04 to $34 billion. The total number of notes on issue at 

end June 2004 was 774 million.

•  The Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) ordered a total of 78 million 

new Australian notes from Note Printing Australia (NPA). This was 

made up of 18 million $5 notes, 9 million $20 notes and 

51 million $50 notes.  First and last prefi x 2003 notes from these 

print runs are already on sale. 

•  In addition to producing Australian notes, NPA produced 

87 million notes for export.  An important activity was fulfi lling 

an order for the Monetary Authority of Singapore that issued its 

fi rst circulating polymer note.  

Readers are reminded that the Mint is responsible for the distribution 

of numismatic and standard uncirculated notes for the RBA. The 

numismatic notes available are fi rst and last prefi x notes from general 

circulation print runs for all denominations printed in a year. These 

notes attract a small premium above face value and GST is payable.  

Standard uncirculated notes are also available (at face value) and these 

are intended to satisfy the public’s demand for crisp new notes where 

the serial number prefi x or year is not critical. Please note we are not 

able to satisfy requests for notes with specifi c or consecutive serial 

numbers, be they numismatic or standard uncirculated notes.

For details of the notes that are available to order, their prices and 

how to order them, please see the separate order form enclosed 

with this Mint Issue.

For general information about banknotes please visit the RBA’s website   

www.rba.gov.au/currencynotes. If you have any specifi c or general 

questions about banknotes that cannot be answered after visiting the 

RBA’s website, you can speak directly to the RBA in Sydney on 

1800 633 220 (Monday to Friday).

Australian Banknotes
13



Many AFL fans are by now refl ecting over the 2004 season 

– some with elation and others wondering what might 

have been. This special release gold plated coin is a fi tting 

tribute to our beloved Australian game. Presented in a 

contemporary football shaped case this exclusive piece is 

a perfect gift for the collector or sports enthusiast.

2004 AFL – Australia’s Own Game
 

The 2004 Fine Silver Year Set is indeed a rare opportunity to 

own Australia’s beautiful circulating currency in pure silver. 

Finished to a standard of the highest calibre and presented 

in a fi ne Tasmanian Oak box, these silver proof coins will 

remain a treasured part of any collection for years to come.

Hurry - only limited numbers remain

2004 Fine Silver Proof Year Set
 

Price (inc GST): $220.00 800040  

Nominal Specifications

Denomination 5c 10c  20c 50c $1 $2

Mass 3.24 g 6.57 g 13.36 g 18.24 g 11.66 g 8.55 g

Diameter 19.41 mm 23.60 mm 28.52 mm 31.51 mm 25.00 mm 20.50 mm

Metal: Fine Silver (99.9%)                 Finish: Proof                     Mintage: 6 500

Featured for the last time in Mint Issue
14

Price (inc GST): $59.50 800714

Nominal Specifications

Denomination Metal Selective Plating Mass Diameter Finish Mintage

$5 Cupro-Nickel Gold (99.99%) 27.25 g  38.74  mm Proof  20 000

Coin not shown actual size



Selectively Gold Plated Silver Kangaroo

A very special release, the 2004 $1 Selectively Gold Plated 

Silver Kangaroo coin captures the strength of one of our 

most treasured natural icons. Limited to a mintage of just 

12 500 this coin is crafted to the highest standards and 

makes a thoughtful gift for the astute collector or visitor 

to our country.

2004 Silver Kangaroos
 

Proof and Frosted Uncirculated Coins

These coins are manufactured to a meticulous standard 

and are available in the proof fi nish or frosted uncirculated. 

Both make exceptional gifts in either a beautifully crafted 

presentation box (for the proof version) or an attractive 

presentation sleeve (for the frosted uncirculated version). 

The contemporary design on the packaging refl ects the 

ochre hues of the Australian desert. 

Nominal Specifications

Denomination Metal Selective Plating Mass Diameter Mintage

$1 Fine Silver (99.9%) Gold (99.99%) One Troy Ounce  40.00  mm 12 500

Designer:  Wojciech Pietranik

Coin not shown actual size

Price (inc GST): $74.50 800798   

Price (inc GST):
Proof - $54.00 800658  

Frunc - $24.60 800885  – limited 

Coins not shown actual size

Nominal Specifications

Denomination Metal (99.9%) Mass Diameter Finish  Mintage

$1 Fine Silver  One Troy Ounce  40.00  mm Proof   12 500

$1 Fine Silver  One Troy Ounce  40.00  mm Frosted Uncirculated Unlimited

Designer:  Wojciech Pietranik
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To celebrate the 150-year history of steam powered 

railway in Australia, the Royal Australian Mint is proud to 

release this special coin designed by Vladimir Gottwald. 

The design features a powerful steam-driven train 

emerging from the Australian landscape, and honours 

the important role our railways have played in building 

our nation. Crafted from pure silver and fi nished to 

proof quality, this coin is a fi ne example of design and 

craftsmanship of the highest order.

The case for this coin was selected to refl ect the original 

upholstery of the seats on early Australian trains making this 

piece a signifi cant release to celebrate Australian history.

Limited numbers remain – collectors are 
advised to act quickly!

150 Years of Steam Railways in Australia
 

Price (inc GST): $68.50 800010  

Nominal Specifications

Denomination Metal Mass Diameter Finish Mintage

$5 Fine Silver (99.9%) One Troy Ounce  40.00  mm Proof 15 000

Designer:  Vladimir Gottwald

Coin not shown actual size
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The 2004 Australian Olympic Team will go down in 

history as the most successful Australian team ever! Don’t 

miss your chance to secure the offi cial AOC licensed coins 

to mark this signifi cant event. 

The $5 uncirculated bronze coin is a tribute to the noble 

link between the Greek and Australian cultures and 

features an ancient Greek athlete and an Indigenous 

Australian spear thrower. 

The stunning $5 silver proof holographic coin elegantly 

links two iconic buildings; the Parthenon and the Sydney 

Opera House.

Licencing arrangements limit the sale of 
these products to Australia only.

The Journey Continues – Sydney to Athens
 

 

Price (inc GST):
Unc - $14.95

800740   

Nominal Specifi cations

Denomination Metal Mass Diameter  Finish Mintage

$5 Ag (99.9%) 36.31 g 38.74 mm Proof 15 000

$5 Al/Zn/Bronze 20.00 g 38.74 mm Uncirculated Unlimited

Designer  Wojciech Pietranik

Coins shown actual size

Price (inc GST):
Proof - $85.00

800734 
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During 2004, Australia’s smallest state, Tasmania, is 

celebrating the Bicentenary of European settlement. 

To continue the commemoration of this milestone in 

Australian history the Royal Australian Mint is pleased 

to present this special edition uncirculated aluminium 

bronze coin.

Vladimir Gottwald’s design, capturing the spirit of sea 

travel and exploration, was fi rst struck on a stunning silver 

coin and was a huge success with our collectors and sold 

out in a matter of weeks.  

This special edition coin features a carefully placed 

mintmark. For the fi rst time we present the ‘H’ for Hobart 

on a $5 denomination. A truly exclusive piece that is a 

‘must’ for any collection. 

Mintage closed at: 25 000

2004 Tasmania Bicentennial Coin
 $5 ‘H’ Mintmark

Price (inc GST): $14.95 800076    

Nominal Specifications

Denomination Metal Mass Diameter Finish Designer

$5 Al/Zn/Bronze 20.00 g 38.74 mm Uncirculated  Vladimir Gottwald

Coin not shown actual size
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Beautiful yet dangerous, the Cassowary is one of our most 

fascinating bird species. Sadly, due to the infl uence of 

humans and introduced species the Cassowary faces an 

uncertain future with fewer than 1 500 remaining in the wild. 

To honour this important creature and to draw awareness 

to its plight, the Royal Australian Mint is proud to introduce 

the 2004 gold proof Cassowary coins. Crafted from 99.99% 

pure gold, this piece is available in either a $200 half troy 

oz or a $150 one third troy oz version and presented in a 

fi ne Jarrah case. 

The Cassowary forms part of a three-year series based on 

Australian Rare Birds. The Malleefowl will be featured in 

2005 and the South-eastern Red-tailed Black Cockatoo will 

complete the series in 2006.

Gold Coin Series – Rare Birds
 2004 Australian Rainforest Cassowary

Nominal Specifications

Denomination Metal Mass Diameter Finish Mintage  Designer

$150 24 ct Gold 1/3 troy oz 25.00 mm Proof 2 500 Wojciech Pietranik

$200 24 ct Gold 1/2 troy oz 30.00 mm Proof 2 500 Wojciech Pietranik

 Note: within this mintage a limited quantity of coins will be released in the three coin display case.

Coins not shown actual size

Price (inc GST): 
$650.00 

800084   

$200 Proof Case $150 Proof Case

Price (inc GST): 
$450.00 

800074   
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 Contact details: Royal Australian Mint  
 Tel:  1300 652 020 8.30 am to 5.00 pm EDT

(cost of local call Australia-wide)

 International Tel: +61 2 6202 6800
 Fax: +61 2 6202 6953 
 Mail:  Royal Australian Mint, Locked Bag 31, 

Kingston ACT 2604, Australia
 Website and E-shop: www.ramint.gov.au© Commonwealth of Australia 2004

Cover Images - Australian War Memorial Negative Numbers: 050014 & 112260.  Newspix/News Ltd. REF: 05464176

IT’S OUR BIRTHDAY!

In 2005 the Royal Australian Mint will celebrate its 40th 

birthday and there will be plenty of celebrations. 

Events include: 

Quartermaster Display running from February to August 

2005. This is the most comprehensive private collection of 

Australian gold coins in the world.  

Open House Friday 22 April and Saturday 23 April 2005. 

Experience a tour through factory areas normally closed to 

the public and enjoy lots of fun family entertainment.

Detailed information on the events will be available over 

the coming months at our website www.ramint.gov.au

STOP PRESS – Sydney to Athens Olympic 
three coin sets now available!

Due to an unfulfi lled wholesale order a very limited 

number of the 2004 Sydney to Athens three coin Olympic 

sets have become available for sale from the Mint! The 

sets feature the exclusive tri-metal holographic coin with a 

limited mintage of 2 500. Offer available in Australia only.

To order phone 1300 652 020 or visit www.ramint.gov.au

Off the Presses

Price (inc GST):
Three Coin Set - $600.00 800732   


