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To celebrate the release of the 2003 Six Coin Year 
Sets honouring Australia’s Volunteers, the Royal 
Australian Mint is holding a special competition 
offering one lucky winner a trip for two to 
Canberra for an exclusive tour behind the 
scenes of the Royal Australian Mint.

For further details on how to 
enter see page 14.

Photographs reprinted courtesy of:  Volunteering Western 
Australia, Australian Volunteers International.  

         Honouring those 
      making a difference

“A fundamental building block of  
civil society that brings to life the noblest 

aspirations of  humankind.”

So says the Universal Declaration on Volunteering and as 
over 4 million dedicated Australians demonstrate every year, 

no country embraces these principles more closely to its heart 
than Australia.

And now, with the issue of  this outstanding 2003 Six Coin Proof  Set, those individuals quietly 
‘making a difference’ across all avenues of  society have finally been given a face and due recognition.

Presented in the signature outline of  the Southern Cross, this splendid collection of  specially minted 50c and 20c 
coins and a banner $1 coin pad-printed in green and gold, comes in a Tahitian Blue wallet and includes a descriptive 
card.

Brimming with the spirit of  mateship and goodwill, this wonderful memento is a fitting tribute to the many unsung 
Australians who do credit to us all.



 2003 Volunteer Year Set – uncirculated

The 2003 Year Set of uncirculated coins is a stirring salute to the legion 
of unsung volunteers who together form the backbone of Australian society.

A showcase in detail and design, it depicts a kaleidoscope of volunteers giving freely of 
their time to help others and benefit their communities.

Carers and conservationists, emergency and charity workers, firefighters and surf lifesavers are just 
some who feature, capturing the tireless drive and energy of these dedicated individuals going about their 

duties every day without fuss or fanfare.

Certain to attract interest right around the country, this glittering accolade is a gift to inspire generations to come.

Nominal Specifications
Alloy Cupro Nickel Al/Bronze

Denomination 5c 10c 20c 50c $1 $2

Mass (g) 2.83 5.65 11.30 15.55 9.00 6.60

Diameter (mm) 19.41 23.60 28.52 31.51 25.00 20.50

Price (incl GST) :

Proof              - $73.76 
Uncirculated - $22.70
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A welcome addition

Bristling with some of  Australia’s most beloved bush characters, these 
delightful Baby Coin Sets make a unique keepsake for new 
or expectant parents welcoming a new addition to the family.

Available in proof  or uncirculated finish, the sets come brightly packaged with
a place for baby’s photo, birth details and family tree.  Also included is a specially illustrated medallion in the 
inimitable style of  early Australian childhood classics, complete with space set aside on the reverse to engrave a 
personal message for the future.

An heirloom in the making, these sets are a heart-warming gift for life.

Price (incl GST) :

Proof            - $89.50
Uncirculated - $29.33

*Nominal Specifications see six coin sets
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       Light years ahead

A number of  collectors have asked about the 
‘cloud’ that appears on the milky white surface of  

the coin before the ‘hologram’ is engaged.
The slightly different reflective effect or so-called ‘cloud’ 

in the centre of  the OVD (Optically Variable Device) is due 
to technical factors in the production of  such a large OVD 

holographic image. This is not a defect in the coin and is present 
on all of  the coins.
For best visual effect, please view the coin under fluorescent lighting, 
ideally with the tube approximately parallel to the horizontal centre line 
of  the coin.

SOLD OUT

Adelaide Pound
                                  Celebrating a golden era of history

150 years after it first appeared, modern technology has enabled the Mint to recreate a rare ‘Type I’ Adelaide 
Pound – the first gold coin struck in this country using Australian gold and a local design and dies.
With a mintage of  only 10,000, the 2002 replica (complete with telltale hairline crack) is the largest coin yet produced 
by the Mint and comes with a numbered Certificate of  Authenticity and historical booklet.  Certain to be popular 
with collectors and general public alike, this prestigious issue is a remarkable piece of  Australian history.

Denomination Metal Mass Diameter  Finish Mintage

$10 Fine Silver 99.9%
Centre: 24 ct Gold 
Plated

60.50 (grams) 50.00 mm Proof 10 000

Nominal Specifications 

Price - $85.00 (incl GST)

Very Limited
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A pride of place

Now in its 11th year, the Mint’s esteemed ‘silver kangaroo’ series 
is a mainstay among collections around the world and this lavish 
$1 proof  coin continues the tradition of  excellence.

Designed by acclaimed Aboriginal artist Ray Thomas of  the Gunnai 
people in Gippsland, Victoria, the coin depicts “Jirrah-Watty” – the Big 
Kangaroo – in full flight.

Ray Thomas has spent many years researching his Gunnai people’s 
myths, legends, designs and body marks.  The patterned line work and 
motifs, characteristic of  the indigenous peoples throughout South-East 
Australia, are illuminated perfectly in the contrast of  the proof  finish.

Beautifully packaged with a Certificate of  Authenticity, this quiet 
masterpiece, evoking the timeless spirit and textures of  Australia, makes a 

superb gift for Australians and foreign visitors alike.

Nominal Specifications

Denomination Metal Mass Diameter (mm) Finish Designer

$1 Fine Silver (99.9%) One Troy Ounce 40.00 Proof Ray Thomas

$1 Fine Silver (99.9%) One Troy Ounce 40.00 Frunc Ray Thomas
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Frosted Uncirculated Coin

The totemic status of  the kangaroo among Australia’s traditional 
inhabitants is unmistakable in this $1 frosted uncirculated coin, 

meticulously crafted in one troy ounce fine silver.

With bold muscular line work underscoring the animal’s power and predominance, a 
delicate frosted finish applied to the background envelopes the horizon in a shimmering 

heat haze, along with the distant silhouettes of  another stalwart of  the outback, the grass 
tree.

The third in the ‘silver kangaroo’ series to meld the dreamlike imagery of  Aboriginal culture with the 
precision of  21st Century minting technology, this spectacular issue is certain to give it pride of  place in 
any collection.

Price (incl GST) :
Proof                - $48.00 
Frosted Uncirculated - $21.67 
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An exquisite keepsake

Exquisitely fashioned, this specially 
conceived and minted 2002 Wedding Coin 

Collection makes a unique gift and enduring 
keepsake for newlyweds.

The set of  2002 Gem Uncirculated coins is presented in an immaculate cream 
presentation case with a gift card graced by two silvery Brolgas in a courtship dance.  
Known for their lifelong commitment to the same partner, these majestic natives of  
the Australian wetlands embody the magic of  longevity and companionship.

And for couples planning to be married next year, the 2003 Wedding Collection, due for release in 
January 2003, will be featured in the late February edition of  Mint Issue, 
promising a cherished heirloom for years to come.

Nominal Specifications
Alloy Cupro 

Nickel
Al/
Bronze

Denomination 5c 10c 20c 50c $1 $2

Mass (g) 2.83 5.65 11.30 15.55 9.00 6.60

Diameter (mm) 19.41 23.60 28.52 31.51 25.00 20.50

Price - $69.50 (incl GST)
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Voyages into History

Featuring four flagships of  Australia’s early 
European history, this set of  four Crown size proof  

silver coins echoes with its own air of  nautical treasure 
and swashbuckling ocean adventure.

Along with the HMB Endeavour which mapped Australia’s east coast and 
the HMS Sirius which led the First Fleet to Australia, the set also includes 
the HMS Investigator, the first vessel to circumnavigate the continent, and the 
Duyfken, the first European vessel to sight the Australian landmass in 1606.

This beautifully presented chronicle of  maritime history also comes with an informative booklet recounting the 
stories behind each vessel and those first hazardous ventures into Australia’s unchartered waters.  With 
an international mintage limited to only 10,000, this captivating set makes an ideal collector’s item, 
opening up a world of  rediscovery for Australians of  the 21st Century.

Denomination Metal Mass (grams) Diameter (mm) Finish Mintage Designer

$5 Fine Silver (99.9%) 36.31 38.74 Proof 10 000 sets Vladimir Gottwald

Nominal Specifications

Price - $165.00 (incl GST)
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Northern Territory’s rose of the desert

Taking centre stage in this year’s annual Floral Emblem gold 
coin series is the floral emblem of  the Northern Territory – Sturt’s 

Desert Rose.

Adopted as the Territory’s emblem in 1974, this winter flower resembling the 
hibiscus is named after inland explorer Captain Charles Sturt and can be found in 

rocky soil and stony slopes of  dry creek beds throughout arid regions of  Australia.

As in previous years, three coins are available in the series: a half  troy ounce proof  coin 
in a Tasmanian Blackwood presentation case; a one-third troy ounce proof  coin; and a one-third troy ounce 
uncirculated coin, both in burgundy presentation cases.

Stylishly packaged, this special series encapsulates the quiet elegance of  Australia’s indigenous flora.

Prices (incl GST) :
$150 Proof              - $580.85
$100 Proof              - $350.34
$100 Uncirculated - $260.44
Lapel Badge           - $14.95

Denomination Metal Mass  Diameter Finish Mintage

$150 24 ct Gold 1⁄2 Troy Ounce 30.00 mm Proof 1 500

$100 24 ct Gold 1/3 Troy Ounce 25.00 mm Proof 2 500

$100 24 ct Gold 1/3 Troy Ounce 25.00 mm Unc 3 000

Designer: Horst Hahne

Nominal Specifications
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           An extraordinary life

This magnificent fine silver proof  issue, minted to mark the passing 
of  the Queen Mother in March 2002, recalls the Queen Mother as an 

active young woman in May 1927 attending the Adelaide Cup Races at 
Morphettville Racecourse, South Australia.

Featuring a unique polished finish on the obverse to highlight the Queen’s tiara 
and earings, this study in detail and precision workmanship, accompanied by a 16 page 

biography, will endure as a precious and personal reminder of  a truly extraordinary life.
    

Price  - $45.00 (incl GST)
Nominal Specifications 

Denomination Metal Mass Diameter  Finish Mintage Designer

$5 Fine Silver (99.9%) One Troy Ounce 40.00 mm Proof 30 000 Stuart Devlin

                    The rise of a Queen

Splendidly presented, this two coin Accession Set unites traditional and 
contemporary elements to capture the emergence of  a young Queen 

from her father’s shadow into the annals of  history.

Including a 24 carat gold coin and a fine silver proof  coin representing 
50 years of  her reign, this prestigious issue has a strictly 

limited mintage and has attracted world-wide interest for its 
bold and symbolic portrayal of  Her Majesty’s renowned sense 

of  duty and destiny.  The silver proof  coin is also available as an 
individual issue.

Nominal Specifications
Denomination Metal Mass Diameter Finish Mintage Designer

$100 24 ct Gold (99.99%) One Toy Ounce 34.00 mm Proof 2002 Sets Peter Soobik

50c Fine Silver (99.9%) 18.24 grams 31.51 mm Proof 17 500 Peter Soobik

Price (incl GST) :
Set - $1295.00
Silver 50c - $60.00
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                 Historic double issue

One of  the lesser-known confrontations of  World War II, 
the Battle of  Sunda Strait has been duly recognised with this 
commemorative double issue comprising an aluminium bronze proof  

coin incorporating images of  the USS Houston and HMAS Perth, and a 
second, bimetallic coin engraved with the Houston ship’s bell.

Exemplifying the strength and solidarity of  the Australian-American alliance during 
WWII, these striking coins serve as a stirring epitaph to a critical chapter in maritime history.

Nominal Specifications
Denomination Metal Mass (grams) Diameter (mm) Finish Mintage Designer

$5 Aluminium Bronze 28.00 38.74 Proof 15 000 Vladimir Gottwald

$5 Centre : Al/Bronze
Outer Ring: Stainless Steel

10.60 28.00 Uncirculated Unlimited Vladimir Gottwald

Orders can now be placed for the ‘M’ mintmark coin, the fourth 
and final in this popular series struck on the $1 Year of  the Outback 

coin. 

Issued to coincide with the Melbourne Coin Fair in October, the 
‘M’ mintmark coin joins the  ‘C’ (Canberra) ‘S’ (Sydney) and ‘B’ 
(Brisbane) mintmark issues.

Price  - $2.50 (incl GST)

Price (incl GST) :
Proof              - $35.00
$5 Bimetallic - $5.00
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As mentioned in the September Mint Issue, the Reserve Bank of  Australia (RBA) has 
appointed the Mint as its distributor of  numismatic banknotes.  The notes available 

are first and last prefix notes from general circulation print runs, as well as standard 
uncirculated notes.

The first and last prefix notes are more sought after by collectors and attract a small premium 
above face value and GST is payable.  The standard uncirculated notes are intended to satisfy the 

public’s demand for crisp new notes where the serial number prefix and signature combination are not 
critical.  These notes are sold at face value and it is not possible to request a specific serial number prefix 
or signature combination when ordering.

So far in 2002, the RBA has printed $10 and $20 notes.  The design of  these notes has been slightly 
modified to include below the portrait the printed name of  the person appearing on that side of  
the note.  Printed names will be included in the design of  the $50 and $100 notes when 
these are next printed.

The 2002 printings of  the $10 and $20 notes are also the first to carry the 
signature of  the current Secretary to the Treasury, Dr Ken Henry.  Please note 
that the last prefix 2002 $10 notes will not be available until 2003.  

The RBA plans to print further $5 notes (Queen design) later this year.
For details of  the notes that are available to order, their prices and how to 
order them, please see the separate order form enclosed with this Mint Issue.

For general information about banknotes please visit the RBA’s website 
www.rba.gov.au/currencynotes.  If  you have any specific or general questions 
about our banknotes that cannot be answered after visiting the RBA’s website, 
you can speak directly to the RBA in Sydney on 1800 633 220 
(Monday to Friday).
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Whether it is a record-breaking performance, a landmark anniversary, or a pat on the back from 
one’s peers, there are moments in everyone’s life they wish they could hold onto forever. With a 

world renowned reputation for the production of  quality medallions and medals, the Royal Australian 
Mint has the facility and expertise to produce a keepsake to last a lifetime.

Just some of  the prized mementos that can be custom-made are:

Commemorative Medallions - to record the unveiling of  a monument, opening of  an exhibition, or a 
company milestone

Corporate Gifts - to provide a memento to clients and suppliers promoting a prestigious business image

Service and Retirement Medals - to acknowledge a particular accomplishment or long and faithful service

Achievement Awards - to recognise participation or a level of  excellence in an endeavour

Tokens or Trade Dollars - for use in vending machines, trade shows, or 
promotional campaigns

Of  course, designs vary as much as the organisations themselves, but one element remains 
the same: the pride and distinction that endures well 
after the occasion has passed and time moved on. 

If your organisation is interested in finding out 
more about the medallions and tokens, please 
contact Corporate Marketing on (02) 6202 6926.

World Heritage Medallions
Following the popularity of  the 2001 Federation 
Flowers set, a new seven piece antique medallion set 
depicting Australia’s World Heritage Sites is due for 
release in February 2003.  World-wide mintage will be 
restricted to 500 sets.
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The Secrets of the Mint Competition

To celebrate the release of  the 2003 Year Sets, Mint Issue is offering two lucky coin collectors exclusive access 
behind the scenes of  the Royal Australian Mint.

Anyone over the age of  18 who purchases a 2003 Year Set (either in proof  or uncirculated), direct from our mail 
order department, is eligible to enter.  The Competition will be governed by the laws of  the Australian Capital 
Territory.  Your entry will be deemed to be an offer to enter the competition which the Mint may, in its absolute 
discretion, accept or reject.  Simply fill in the entry form despatched with the coins and tell us in 35 words or less :

Why I collect Royal Australian Mint coins ...

The answer deemed the best by the panel of  judges will win the entrant return economy flights for themselves and a 
friend from their nearest capital city, two nights accommodation, $1000 spending money, and of  course the chance 
to visit areas of  the Mint not accessible to the general public.

The winners will be personally shown through each stage of  the production process from conception to delivery and 
see how coins are designed and engraved, blanks are prepared, and the proof  and circulating coins are minted.  They 
will even have the opportunity to strike a proof  coin themselves.

So, for your unique opportunity to get closer to the minting process than ever before, make sure you order your
2003 Year Set directly from our mail order department and get your entry in soon.  Entries for the Secrets of  the 
Mint Competition close on 8 October 2003 with full details of  terms and conditions on the entry form despatched 
with the proof  or uncirculated sets that you order.

Off the Presses

NEW CONTROLLER APPOINTED

Headlining the 50th edition of  Mint Issue is the appointment of  a new Controller to
the Royal Australian Mint.  Dr Vivienne Thom, formerly Deputy Director General
of  Intellectual Property Australia, assumed her duties at the Mint on Thursday
3 October.  A registered patent attorney, Dr Thom also has a PhD in inorganic
chemistry and brings wide-ranging experience in marketing, policy development and
international issues.
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Contact details: 
Tel: 1300 652 020 (cost of local call Australia-wide)

International Tel: +61 2 6202 6800
Fax: +61 2 6202 6953

Mail: Royal Australian Mint,
Locked Bag 31, Kingston ACT 2604, Australia

Website and E-shop: www.ramint.gov.au

Proposed Release Schedule 2003
(subject to change)

January 
‘C’ mintmark available on the ‘Mint your own coin’ 
press at RAM.

February
‘C’ mintmark - Korean War commemorative issue. 
(Mint Issue release).
$1 Silver Proof  - Korean War.
50c Silver Proof  - Coronation Golden Jubilee.
50c Silver and $100 Gold Proof  - Coronation Golden 
Jubilee.
Australian World Heritage Medallion Set.

March
Subscription coin.

May
‘S’ and ‘B’ mintmark coin - Korean War.
(Mint Issue release) 
$1 Vietnam veterans coin in a special envelope
Fine Silver Proof  Year Set.
Coronation Stamp & Cover featuring 50c coin.

LEST WE FORGET
2003 represents a banner year for remembrance of  Australia’s 
long and distinguished war history.
The 50th anniversary of  the end of  the Korean War will 
be commemorated with the issue of  a special coin.  The 
Vietnam Veterans will also be honoured with their own coin. 
The two coins make a poignant personal reminder of  the 
horrifying cost of  war and the enduring quest for peace.

AND THE NOMINEES ARE …
The Royal Australian Mint has had four coins nominated in 
the internationally acclaimed ‘Coin of  the Year’ awards co-
ordinated by Krause Publications.  Aboriginal artist, Jeanette 
Timbery’s 2001 ‘Silver Kangaroo’ has been nominated in 
the Best Crown category while the third in Peter Soobik’s 
Millennium Coin Series ‘The Future’ has been nominated in 
the Most Artistic coin category.  Two 20c coins also received 
nominations: Launceston student, Abbey MacDonald’s 
Centenary of  Federation coin for Tasmania for Best Trade 
Coin and Sir Donald Bradman coin for Most Popular Coin.  
The Mint congratulates all designers to receive nominations 
from the international panel of  judges.

CORONATION GOLDEN JUBILEE PROOF ISSUES 
The Mint’s 2003 Coronation gold and silver proof  coin set is 
due for release in early 2003, celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of  the Coronation of  Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in 
Westminster Abbey on 2nd June 1953.  A perfect companion 
piece to the popular Accession sets, the coins include some 
subtle but distinctive Australian touches.  The fine silver 
proof  coin will also be available as an individual issue.

SEASON’S GREETINGS

As we come to the end of  2002, all of  us at the Mint would 
like to thank you for your support and wish you a very happy 
and safe festive season.


