


Australians love their sports, and have a great admiration for their sporting heroes.  Our regard for our sportsmen and
women, in whatever field, reflects the very Australian characteristics of adventurousness, optimism, and determination,
which I am sure you will agree were nowhere better displayed than in the recent Winter Olympics.

 On 25 July this year, we approach another great sporting festival, with the opening of the XVII Commonwealth Games in
Manchester. As the Royal Australian Mint has done in the past, we celebrate this event with the release of a series of
coins announced for the first time in this issue. The coins will be formally launched on 7 May at the Australian Institute

of Sport in Canberra, an institution whose support for Australian sportsmen and women has been crucial in the growth of Australia’s
international sporting reputation.  Coincidentally, the AIS celebrates its 21st anniversary in 2002, and we look forward to celebrating
this occasion with them and the many thousands of young men and women who have been their ‘graduates’.

While we are talking of ‘Firsts’, the Mint is offering our collectors another Australian minting milestone, and appropriately it is
amongst our Commonwealth Games releases. Australia’s first true tri-metal coin, featuring gold, silver and copper has been
produced by the Mint for our collectors. It is a numismatic treasure and the design is outstanding. This fascinating coin and the
other four in the series are described on the following pages.

The second new release in this Mint Issue is the Wedding Coin Collection, which we have created to celebrate weddings in 2002.
Aside from the special effects packaging, we have distinguished the coins with a Gem Uncirculated finish that has not been used
previously by the Mint.  Like the Baby Sets, this new addition is designed to celebrate a milestone in our personal lives.

The Mint was well represented at the XXII Mint Directors Conference in Osaka in April. The MDC provides a venue for the major
mints of the world to meet every two years to discuss important issues that affect the industry. The Royal Australian Mint hosted the
last Conference in 2000 in Canberra, at which time it was my privilege to be selected as MDC President until the end of the 22nd

Conference.

Among the highlights of the Conference was a paper on the very successful ‘Hologram’ coin of 2001 that we developed in
association with the CSIRO.  Another was the presentation to our two designers, Wojciech Pietranik and Vladimir Gottwald, of
awards for Most Inspirational Coin and Best Trade Coin in the Krause Publications Coin of the Year Awards.  We are proud that our
Mint, small in comparison to many other national mints, continues to play such a major role and enjoy such high standing in the
international minting community.

Lastly, following the sad passing of the Queen Mother on 30 March, we announced that the Mint will be producing a special
commemorative coin to celebrate her life.  Due for release in the second half of June, the coin is described further in a separate letter
with this Mint Issue.

I hope you enjoy what we have to offer in this edition.

Graeme Moffatt
Controller
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Australia celebrates the
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Nominal SpecificationsNominal SpecificationsNominal SpecificationsNominal SpecificationsNominal Specifications

CoinCoinCoinCoinCoin CentreCentreCentreCentreCentre Inner ringInner ringInner ringInner ringInner ring Outer RingOuter RingOuter RingOuter RingOuter Ring

Metal Au (99.99%) Ag (99.9%) Cu (99.9%)

Denomination $50

Diameter (mm) 38.74 13.10 13.25 & 26.85 27.00 & 38.74

Mass (grams) 36.51 7.80 13.39 15.32
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Obverse Reverse
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For the coming Commonwealth Games, to be held in Manchester, England between 25 July and 4 August,
the Royal Australian Mint has produced some real winners for the nation’s coin collectors.

For these Games we have produced five different coins in three unique presentations. Australia’s first
three metal proof coin, a Crown size pure silver proof coin and three aluminium zinc bronze
uncirculated coins presented as a set, are described on the following pages.

All the coins have been designed by Wojciech Pietranik, the Mint’s internationally acclaimed coin
designer and the designer of the Sydney Olympic Games Winners Medals (Victory Medals).

Royalties from the sale of all these coins go towards the Australian team’s funds.

Tri-metal Proof Coin
Only 5000 of this three metal numismatic first will be minted. The coin has a fine gold centre, a pure silver
inner ring and a copper outer ring, simulating the gold, silver and bronze medals that will be awarded to
competition winners.

This is an immensely beautiful coin with its intricate obverse and reverse designs. The customary Ian Rank-
Broadley image of Her Majesty is displayed on the fine gold centre of the obverse, while on the inner pure
silver ring are the words: ‘Elizabeth II Australia 2002 Fifty Dollars’. The outer ring depicts a collage of wattle
blossom, interwoven with Eucalyptus leaves.

On the reverse, a group of victorious athletes stand above a laurel wreath with arms raised in the form of a crown. The words: ‘The XVII Commonwealth Games
Manchester 2002’ appear on the inner ring, while a succession of running figures circle the outer ring.

The encapsulated coin is housed in a plush velvet presentation case with an embossed outer box
and a Certificate of Authenticity signed by the Controller of the Mint.

With only 5000 coins to be released world-wide, we are expecting a high demand for
this coin, so don’t delay on this rarity.
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Nominal Specifications

Denomination $5
Metal Ag (99.9%)
Mass 36.31 grams
Diameter 38.74 mm
Finish Proof
Mintage 15 000
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Complement your Commonwealth Games
Coin Collection with this unique bimetallic
proof finish Lapel Badge which has a pure
silver centre and a copper outer ring.
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Silver Proof Coin
This pure silver $5 Crown size 36.31 gram proof coin, is a perfect way to
commemorate the Commonwealth Games and celebrate Australia’s athletes.

The reverse depicts a powerful image of a group of
victorious athletes standing above a laurel wreath with arms
raised in triumph forming a stylised crown. The design
draws inspiration from the official Manchester Games logo.
Surrounding this depiction is the wording: ‘The XVII
Commonwealth Games Manchester 2002’.

On the obverse is the standard effigy of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II by Ian Rank-Broadley and, in words, the
denomination – ‘Five Dollars’ and ‘Elizabeth II Australia
2002’.

This striking proof coin is housed in a silver powder coated metal case which
slips into a tastefully coloured and embossed outer box with a Certificate of
Authenticity signed by the Mint’s Controller.

The world-wide mintage has been set at a low 15 000.
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Three Coin Aluminium Bronze Set
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The three coins in this set depict the 17 sports that Australia’s athletes
will be contesting at the Games, and the logo of the Australian
Commonwealth Games Association.

A series of human arms representing the 17 sports are displayed on the
reverses of two of the coins. The third coin – the set’s centrepiece – displays
the Australian Commonwealth Games Association logo, a stylised blue pad-printed kangaroo, on its
reverse. On each coin, surrounding the depiction of the logo and the sports represented by a series of extended
arms, are the words: ‘The XVII Commonwealth Games Manchester 2002’. A powder coated presentation case, with an embossed outer box,
houses the three encapsulated coins and the Certificate of Authenticity signed by the Controller of the Mint.

The obverse of each coin displays the standard effigy of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
by Ian Rank-Broadley and, in words, the denomination – Five Dollars.

Just 20 000 of these sets will be produced.

MANCHESTER 2002

Nominal Specifications

Denomination $5
Metal Al/Zn/Bronze
Mass 20.00 grams
Diameter 38.74 mm
Designer Wojciech Pietranik
Finish Uncirculated
Mintage 20 000
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Gold and Silver Coin Set Silver Coin Pack

Denomination $100 50 cent 50 cent

Metal Au (99.99 %) Ag (99.9 %) Ag (99.9 %)

Mass (grams) One Troy Ounce 18.24 18.24

Diameter (mm) 34.00 31.51 31.51

Finish Proof Proof Proof

Mintage 2002 Sets 17 500

February 6, 2002 marked the Fiftieth Anniversary
of Queen Elizabeth II’s accession to the Throne
following the death of her father King George VI in 1952.

To celebrate the Accession and her 50 year reign, the Mint has
commissioned special designs for two collector coins.

The one Troy ounce gold coin that depicts a ghosted silhouette of the King facing the young Queen
in a symbolic hand over of sovereignty, comes in a set with the silver coin.  The retail price of
$1295.00 includes courier delivery anywhere in Australia. Numbers are limited.

The silver coin which displays a collage of symbols of the Queen’s sovereignty in Australia, may also
be purchased individually in packaging that matches the two-coin set. With half the mintage of
17 500 sold within one month, this popular coin is selling very fast.

Words do not do justice to the beauty of these coins.
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Nominal Specifications
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1942 was a dark year for the Allied Forces in both the European and Asiatic
spheres of the Second World War. Many were the defeats, but at the same
time, there was incredible bravery and heroism.

The Mint has chosen the Battle of Sunda Strait as a focal point to remember
the sacrifices made by so many during 1942. For this epic battle we have
produced two coins to commemorate this merciless conflict where so many
Australians and Americans lost their lives either in the battle itself, or in the
prisoner of war camps that followed. The coins honour the servicemen and
women who made the ultimate sacrifice as well as those who gave so much so
that we today can live in a free society. It also honours our service personnel
who continue to serve Australia.

These two coins are part of the Mint’s $5 bi-annual aluminium bronze proof and
bimetallic coin series. The base metal proof coin depicts the forward sections of
HMAS Perth and USS Houston. Just 15 000 of these have been produced and within
one month over half have been sold.

The other is a bimetallic $5 coin that has two different sleeves – one depicts the Australian
flag and the other the American flag.

Don’t miss the chance to commemorate the heroism of the crews of HMAS Perth and
USS Houston on unique Australian coinage.

Nominal Specifications Bimetallic Al/Br

Denomination $5 $5

Finish Bimetallic Uncirculated Proof

Metal Centre: Al/Bronze Al/Bronze

Outer ring: Stainless Steel

Mass (grams) 10.60 28.00

Diameter (mm) 28.00 38.74

Designer Vladimir Gottwald
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If you are looking for that quintessential wedding gift, then this is the gift for you.

The encapsulated, specially produced Gem Uncirculated finish coins are contained in a burgundy
coloured vacuum-formed holder under which is a gift card with space for details of the wedding and
a photograph. The six near flawless bright-uncirculated coins in this fascinating set are housed in a

rich cream coloured case with wood inserts on
the lid. A plaque for engraving that special message
completes this special wedding gift set.

A matching outer box displays an embossed and
silver foiled silhouette of dancing Brolgas -those
graceful inhabitants of Australia’s vast plains - and
the words: ‘Australian Wedding Coin Collection
2002’.

Priced at just $69.50, this set is a wonderful
wedding gift alternative, one that will surely be
treasured and become a family heirloom.

Nominal SpecificationsNominal SpecificationsNominal SpecificationsNominal SpecificationsNominal Specifications CoinsCoinsCoinsCoinsCoins PlaquePlaquePlaquePlaquePlaque

Metal Cupro Nickel Al/Bronze Nickel Silver

Denomination 5c 10c 20c 50c $1 $2

Mass (grams) 2.83 5.65 11.30 15.55 9.00 6.60

Diameter (mm) 19.41 23.60 28.52 31.51 25.00 20.50 50X40X2.5mm

Finish Gem Uncirculated Frosted
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Babies bring love and joy and hope into a home, and as well,
they are the future of our nation.

Your new baby is so special it deserves the best gift to
celebrate its arrival.  And, there is no better gift than the 2002
Proof or Uncirculated Six Coin Baby Sets from the Royal
Australian Mint.

These are also perfect gifts from you if a friend or relative is
expecting a baby in 2002, or has even given birth already in
2002. This is a gift that will last forever and be counted
amongst the family’s heirlooms.

To personalise the set, there is a place for a photo in the packaging
as well as baby’s family tree, and a medallion that can be
engraved with that special message.

Nominal Specifications

Metal Cupro Nickel Al/Bronze

Denomination 5c 10c 20c 50c $1 $2

Mass (grams) 2.83 5.65 11.30 15.55 9.00 6.60

Diameter (mm) 19.41 23.60 28.52 31.51 25.00 20.50
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Something different comes into the mind of
every Australian when Australia’s Outback
is mentioned.

We think of vast distances, vibrant colours,
beautiful scenery, hot, dry plains, flooding rains, weather-
beaten inhabitants; tough people who have survived in a tough environment
over thousands of years. The Outback is intrinsically Australian.

And, when we are considering the perfect gift or a memento to celebrate the Year of the Outback for relatives and
overseas visitors, or even for ourselves, there is nothing better than the Year of the Outback Six Coin Sets, the single
$1 Pure Silver Proof coin (with a mintage of only 12 500) and the mintmark $1 coins.

The latest release in the Mintmark series is the ‘S’ mintmark $1, which has a special new type of mintmark.

Mintmarks will also be re-issued for the Brisbane, (‘B’), and Melbourne, (‘M’), Coin Shows later in the year.

So get in early on these issues to obtain your Year of the Outback set or single coins.
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Nominal Specifications

Metal Cupro Nickel Al/Bronze Silver $1

Denomination 5c 10c 20c 50c $1 $2 $1

Mass (grams) 2.83 5.65 11.30 15.55 9.00 6.60 11.66

Diameter (mm) 19.41 23.60 28.52 31.51 25.00 20.50 25.00
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The Mint was doubly honoured during the recent visit by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II to Australia.  The Federal Government presented
the Queen with a gift commemorating the Centenary of Federation, consisting of some of the Mint’s coins, as well as stamps, badges and
other items.  Those who bought the Centenary of Federation Montage (photographed in the February Mint Issue) will recognise many
similarities between their Montage and the one presented to the Queen.  The Queen’s Montage is based on the original National Gallery
of Australia Montage but, in addition, has the Centenary of Federation student designed 20c and State and Territory Coat of Arms 50c
coins included.

The Mint’s gold and silver Accession coins were also given to Her Majesty during her stay in Government House in Adelaide.
These were included in another smaller montage, together with a series of Australian stamps.
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As mentioned on page 11, a specially commissioned montage was presented to Her Majesty at Government
House in Adelaide on her recent visit to Australia. The photo shows Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and the
Prime Minister examining the montage following its presentation.

����3�������������
Following our very successful attendance at the Sydney Coin Show, the Mint will be attending the Brisbane
Coin Show being held in the Exhibition Hall at the RNA grounds, Gregory Terrace Fortitude Valley from
24 - 26 May.  We look forward to meeting our Queensland customers at the Show.  As with the Sydney Coin
Show, the Mint will have its new mintmarking machine at the Show.
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A number of survivors from the Battle of Sunda Strait attended a launch of these beautiful coins hosted by
the City of Perth at Council House, Perth on 1 March 2002.  The Official Launch was followed by a
Remembrance Service in honour of the men of the Perth and the Houston as well as all other service men
and women who have served their country.  Senator Campbell (pictured) at the launch said: ‘These
beautiful coins...honour those brave crew members of both the Perth and Houston, some of whom are still
with us today, who fought valiantly against overwhelming odds”.
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Our last Mint Issue contained a mistake on page 11 where we incorrectly identified the editor of the
“Making Money” booklet.  As this booklet was in fact written and edited by Mint staff, we wish to apologise
for any embarrassment to the people involved.
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We are pleased to announce that the 2001 Masterpieces in Silver Sets, the 2001 Millennium Future Coin
and the Twenty Coin Centenary of Federation Proof Set have all sold out. Limited numbers of some
Centenary of Federation products are still available, but please call 1300 652 020 to confirm the availability
of these
products.

Contact Details:
Tel: 1300 652 020

(cost of a local call Australia-wide)
International Tel: +61 2 6202 6800

Fax: +61 2 6202 6953
Mail: Royal Australian Mint,

Private Bag 31, Kingston ACT 2604, Australia
e-shop: www.ramint.gov.au

Photographs of athletes appearing on the front cover and on pages 4 and 5 are used with the permission of the
Australian Sports Commission


