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Welcome to our April Mint Issue. The first 
quarter of the year has been full of new coin 
releases and events to keep us all busy.

Our year began with our traditional 
mintmark events where we joined Emalee 
Albrich in bidding farewell to the 2011 Ram’s 
Head Dollar on New Year’s Eve and then 
the Mint welcomed the Wheat Sheaf Dollar 
as 2012’s mintmark design. Peter Russo 
set up his chair outside the Mint’s front 
door on Friday 30 December 2011, and his 
persistence paid off when he became the 
first person to strike a coin on the Mint’s 
visitor press for 2012. 

Beamed into televisions around the world 
in January was one of the most epic tennis 
matches in history where Novak Djokovic 
and Rafael Nadal battled to take home the 
100th Men’s Championship medal, which 
was designed and made by the Mint. Tennis 
Australia also held an eBay coin auction 
for a chance to own the Royal Australian 
Mint collectible coins tossed to begin the 
Australian Open men’s and women’s finals, 
and raised in total around $4000 for the 
Australian Tennis Foundation. 

At the beginning of February, a small team 
and I attended the largest coin show in the 
world – the World Money Fair in Berlin. 
During this time, we heard about many 
upcoming trends from world mints that 
will set the numismatic stage in years to 
come and discussed recent coin issues with 

international coin dealers. This has resulted 
in some new initiatives which we are excited 
to bring to you over the coming years.

This month’s Mint Issue is brimming with 
new coin releases, including the latest issue 
in our Australia Remembers series which 
recognises the contribution of the Australian 
Merchant Navy in supporting our armed 
forces throughout our nation’s history. 

The next two releases of the popular Animals 
of the Zoo colour printed coin series, 
Sumatran Tiger and Southern Corroboree 
Frog, become the latest exotic animals to 
make the leap to coin design. This colour 
printed series is preceded by such well-loved 
treasures as the Ocean, Land and Air Series, 
and is sure to be a hit.

We hope to see you all at the Sydney Royal 
Easter Show, where we have been lucky 
enough to get a booth next to the CWA stand, 
as well as the Brisbane ANDA Show, that is 
just around the corner.

 
Happy collecting

 
Ross MacDiarmid 
Chief Executive Officer 
Royal Australian Mint 
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Cover image: Australian War Memorial, Photographer Damien Parer, ID No: 150655.
Photo credit: Ben Solomon, courtesy of Tennis Australia (bottom left).2
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The next release in our Australia Remembers series 
is now available, and just in time for ANZAC Day. 
The Australia Remembers series recognises those 
who have made history beyond the battlefields. 
In 2012 we pay tribute to the Australian Merchant 
Navy, who have played an essential role in supporting 
Australian forces on battlefields around the world.

Merchant mariners are a country’s lifeline, 
transporting essential supplies through wartime 
and peace. During WWII, the Merchant Navy 
suffered a higher rate of casualties than any of 
the armed forces. Their courage and commitment 
has been honoured with memorials and service 
medals, and now by the Royal Australian Mint.

This special coin is presented in the now 
traditional poppy adorned card.

Price $8.00 310131

Nominal Specifications:  20c  |  Cu/Ni  |  11.30 g  |  28.52 mm  |  uncirculated  |  unlimited  |  W. Pietranik 

2012 20c Uncirculated Coin

australia remembers

Merchant Navy
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70th anniversary of the kokoda traiL 

COURAGE 
ENDURANCE 

MATESHIP 
SACRIFICE

2012
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2012 will mark 70 years since the Kokoda campaign 
took place. During this campaign, a series of violent 
conflicts occurred along the notorious Kokoda Trail 
from July to November 1942. While the Gallipoli 
campaign of WWI was Australia’s first military test  
as a new nation, the fighting during the Kokoda 
campaign represents the first time in the nation’s 
history that its security was directly threatened.

The village of Isurava was the site of one of several 
battles fought by Australian troops during their  
retreat along the Kokoda Trail to Imita Ridge, and  
the advance to the crossing of the Kumusi at Wairopi. 
The then Prime Minister John Howard and Prime 
Minister of Papua New Guinea Sir Michael Somare 
unveiled a memorial to the Kokoda Trail campaign  
in Isurava on 14 August 2002. 

The memorial is immediately adjacent to the site 
where Private Bruce Kingsbury performed an act of 
valour for which he was awarded the Victoria Cross (VC),  
the first VC awarded in Papua New Guinea.

As a tribute to this period, the Royal Australian Mint 
is releasing a commemorative uncirculated 50c piece.  
The coin's design has been inspired by the Isurava 
Memorial. The memorial features four Australian black 
granite pillars, which each represent a defining ANZAC 
quality—Courage, Endurance, Mateship, and Sacrifice. 

Price $9.00 310137

Nominal Specifications: 50c  |  Cu/Ni  |  15.55 g  |  31.51 mm  |  uncirculated  | unlimited  |  W. Pietranik

Left and right page: Image of Isurava Memorial courtesy of Charlie Lynn, Adventure Kokoda.

70th Anniversary  
of the Kokoda Trail
2012 50c Uncirculated Coin
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2012 SHORES UNDER SIEGE
BOMBING OF AUSTRALIA 1942

With the peace that we enjoy in Australia, it is easy to forget that not so long ago war was on our doorstep. 
At the height of World War II, between February 1942 and November 1943, the Australian mainland, domestic 

airspace, offshore islands and coastal shipping were targeted over 100 times by Japanese forces.
As we approach the seventieth anniversary of these attacks, the Royal Australian Mint is releasing a three coin 

uncirculated set depicting images of these attacks and the civilian response. Remembering these events will 
remind the nation of our ability to rally together in times of need, and the value of peace. 
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2012 50c and 20c Uncirculated 
Three Coin Set
This uncirculated three coin set commemorates the 
efforts and experiences of both civilians and military 
personnel on the home front.

The 50c coin shows dramatic impact zones looming 
over a map of Australia, illustrating the many points  
of attack in 1942.

One 20c coin shows the dramatic silhouette of a  
lone sentry keeping watch on a gun turret, facing 
out to sea, while the other 20c coin shows an air raid 
shelter, with civilians awaiting entry.

This commemorative three coin set is creatively 
presented in packaging indicative of a wartime 
telegraph. Each coin is contained in its own card,  
which contains information about the war at home, 
and its impact on Australian society.

Price: $25.50 310152

Nominal Specifications:  1 x 50c |  Cu/Ni |  15.55 g |  31.51 mm |  uncirculated |  unlimited |  W. Pietranik
2 x 20c |  Cu/Ni |  11.30 g |  28.52 mm |  uncirculated |  unlimited |  A. Baggio 

2012 SHORES UNDER SIEGE
BOMBING OF AUSTRALIA 1942
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ANIMALS
OF THE

Following on from the much loved Land, Air, and Ocean releases, the Animals of the Zoo series 
is being released to coincide with the 150th anniversary of the Melbourne Zoo. The coins feature 
traditional coin sculpture as well as colour printing, and are presented in a coin-in-card format 

complete with educational information on each of these unique animals.

310114 310120 310117 310123
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Asian Elephant   310114
Melbourne Zoo’s family of seven Asian Elephants is set 
to expand with a calf due to be born at the end of 2012. 
Did you know that an adult elephant may eat up to 120 
kilograms of food and drink 200 litres of water per day? 

Southern Corroboree Frog   310120
It’s hard to hide when you’re this colourful, like the 
Southern Corroboree Frog. Melbourne Zoo is currently 
home to almost one hundred of these critically 
endangered frogs. You would be lucky to see one in 
the wild, given they live in a tiny pocket of Kosciuszko 
National Park. 

Western Lowland Gorilla   310117
Melbourne Zoo is currently home to six Western 
Lowland Gorillas. While they are generally found  
in the forests of Africa, they will be just as at home  
in your coin collection. 

Sumatran Tiger   310123
There are five critically endangered Sumatran Tigers  
at Melbourne Zoo. While their effective camouflage 
makes them the perfect predator, you won’t have 
to search too hard to find one to add to your colour 
printed coin collection. 

All priced at $15.00 ea

Nominal Specifications: 
$1  |  Al/Br  |  9.00 g  |  25.00 mm  |  frosted uncirculated colour printed  |  unlimited  |  A. Baggio

Animals of the Zoo Series
2012 $1 Frosted Uncirculated  
Colour Printed Coins

310114

310117

310120

310123
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2012 50c Fine Silver Proof Coin
St Edward’s Crown was used in The Queen’s 
coronation ceremony in 1953 which is why it  
takes centre stage in these magnificent designs for  
Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee. The detail in this  
most historic and bejewelled crown is seen best on  
the fine silver proof version. The silver gleams in  
the custom designed presentation case flocked with  
a royal purple inlay and complemented by a metal  
badge insert marking it with the series logo of the 
Royal Australian Mint Royal Collection range.

Price $80.00 210072

Nominal specifications: 50c  |  Ag 99.9%  |  18.24 g  |  31.51 mm  |  proof  |  10 000  |  S. Devlin

2012 50c Cupro Nickel 
Uncirculated Coin
Like many of our most popular coins and enduring 
royal designs these jubilee coins are designed 
by the official jeweller and goldsmith to 
Queen Elizabeth II, Stuart Devlin. 

The designs are certainly celebratory, with blooms of 
fireworks encrusted with diamonds bursting behind 
the centrepiece of St Edward’s Crown, all for 
The Queen who graces the obverse.

Price $9.00 310078

Nominal specifications: 50c  |  Cu/Ni  |  15.55 g  |  31.51 mm  |   
uncirculated  |  unlimited  |  S. Devlin

Royal 
Collection
2012 Diamond Jubilee

210072

310078
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As Head of the Commonwealth, Queen Elizabeth II 
has been an undeniably important part of Australia’s 
history, identity and role in the world theatre. Since 
her accession to the throne in 1952, she has overseen 
many changes within the Commonwealth, and indeed 
to the social, political, cultural and technological fabric 
of the globe. 

This fun collection of international currency is presented 
in a colourful, book-style presentation folder. The folder 
measures 360 mm x 305 mm when closed so it is a great 
size to share. Adults and children alike can learn about 
the coins of the Commonwealth as they investigate 
where each of the 44 included coins belong in an 
interactive activity that the whole family will enjoy. 

The folder also contains an information booklet 
describing all of the coins and their corresponding 
nations in more detail.

Price $35.00 310079

Mintage: Unlimited

Coins of the  
Commonwealth
2012 Diamond Jubilee
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210087

310105

The Royal Australian Mint’s 2012 Wheat Sheaf Dollar 
Mintmark Series pays homage to the pre-decimal 
Australian ‘Wheat Sheaf’ threepence. The Wheat Sheaf 
design, which appeared in circulation from 1938 until 
1964, continues the focus on our rural industries and 
Australian pre-decimal currency that began with the 
2011 Ram’s Head Dollar.

2012 $1 Silver Proof  
‘C’ Mintmark – Wheat Sheaf Dollar
What better way to celebrate an Australian success 
story than with the 2012 $1 Silver Proof Wheat Sheaf 
Coin. It is stamped with the Canberra mintmark and 
presented in a black leatherette case along with its 
Certificate of Authenticity.

Price $55.00 210087

Nominal Specifications:   $1   |   Ag 99.9%   |   11.66 g   |   25.00 mm   |   proof   |   12 500   |   George Kruger Gray

2012 $1 Uncirculated Four Coin 
Mintmark and Privy Mark Set (C,S,B,M)
The iconic George Kruger Gray design is the central 
feature of the 2012 Canberra mintmark coin and each 
of the Sydney, Brisbane and Melbourne privy mark 
coins. This four coin set is presented in a beautifully 
coloured single folded card.

Price $19.00 310105

Nominal Specifications:  $1  |  Al/Br  |  9.00 g  |  25.00 mm  |  uncirculated  |  unlimited  |  George Kruger Gray

12

Fe
br

ua
ry

  2
00

6 
   N

um
be

r 6
5



2012 Australian Wheat – Two Coin 
Proof Set & Two Coin Uncirculated Set
The cultivation and harvest of wheat are central to the 
design of the one dollar, while the twenty cent coin 
harkens to the historic Wheat Sheaf Penny design that 
appeared on Australia’s pre-decimal currency. Fields 
of golden wheat can be found across the breadth of 
Australia. Since the early days of settlement these crops 
have played an important role, from the self sufficiency 
of a young nation to an industry that contributes 
billions of dollars to our national economy today.  
In 2012 these coins reflect the outstanding contribution 
that wheat has made, and will continue to make,  
to Australia’s agricultural and economic development.

Proof Set $53.00  210096

Mintage: 25 000   |   Designer: W. Pietranik

Uncirculated Set $19.00 310092

Mintage: 40 000   |   Designer: W. Pietranik

310092

310092

210096

210096
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In 2012, Australia celebrates the Year of the Farmer. 
It is a year to acknowledge the efforts of farming 
communities and the 136,000 farms across our 
vast brown land, as well as the rural industries and 
agribusinesses that they support. 

We have farmers to thank for our food and natural 
fibres. Though they are often faced with challenges 
never experienced nor fully understood by their  
urban-dwelling cousins, Australian farmers continue to 
supply us with some of the best produce in the world.

This $1 uncirculated coin design illustrates the 
biodiversity of Australia’s farming communities in 
the fields of both agriculture and animal husbandry. 
It showcases farming across the broad spectrum of 
agribusiness from fruit orchards to fields of wheat, 
sheep and cattle farming, all dependent on the 
strategic and talented use of water, a valuable and 
often scarce resource.  

Price $13.50 310144

Nominal Specifications: $1  |  Al/Br  |  9.00 g  |  25.00 mm  |  uncirculated  |  unlimited  |  W. Pietranik

Can you spot the 'chicken crossing the road'? 
An unintentional but lighthearted design 
element realised after coining that we couldn't 
resist sharing with you.

14

Fe
br

ua
ry

  2
00

6 
   N

um
be

r 6
5



“Co-operatives are a reminder to the international 
community that it is possible to pursue both economic 
viability and social responsibility.”— United Nations.

The United Nations has declared 2012 to be the 
International Year of Co-operatives, with the General 
Assembly President commending co-operatives on their 
contribution to food security, rural development and 
other social services. 

Voluntary, democratic, independent and self-sufficient, 
the co-operative business model has been a major 
factor in realising economic growth and social 
development. Since the 1850s, they have been a part of 
Australia’s socio-economic landscape, employing locals 
and redistributing profits back into local communities.

To celebrate the important role that co-operatives 
play in our communities and beyond, the Royal 
Australian Mint has introduced a commemorative 
$1 uncirculated coin. The coin features 
building blocks, which represent the role 
that co-operatives play in providing 
stability in a fast-paced global economy.

Price $13.50 310163

Nominal specifications: $1  |  Al/Br  |  9.00 g  |  25.00 mm  | 
uncirculated  |  unlimited  |  A. Baggio 
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The Royal Australian Mint’s Year Sets are highly prized by seasoned collectors and beginner numismatists 
alike. Each year these sets provide an invitation to look more closely at the coins we see every day, 
rediscover the detail of their design and appreciate their beauty and craftsmanship. Individually, each set 
appropriately commemorates the year of its release and consecutively, they provide the foundation of 
a comprehensive collection of Australian coins. The 2012 Special Edition Year Sets are no exception and 
with the inclusion of two very distinctive 50 cent coins they are anything but traditional. After all, 
we are the Royal Australian Mint – innovators not imitators.

2012 six coin year sets
Quality Craftmanship – Innovative Design

Special Editions
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2012 Six Coin Proof Set 
Selectively Gold Plated 50c Coin Edition
The showpiece of this collection is undoubtedly the 
selectively gold plated 50 cent piece, featuring the 
Australian Coat of Arms as sculpted by Stuart Devlin. 
This magnificent piece and accompanying coins 
earmark this set as unique to 2012 and will become 
a true treasure. All six coins have been finished to a 
world-standard proof quality, using an intricate process 
of individual pressing and hand polishing under 
pristine conditions. 

Price: $130.00 210080

Mintage: 50 000   |   Designer: S. Devlin

2012 Six Coin Uncirculated Set 
Hyper-metallic Printed 50c Coin Edition
The six coin uncirculated set remains a cherished and 
traditional favourite among Australian collectors and a 
flagship product of the Royal Australian Mint since 1966. 

In 2012 the 50c piece is the star of this six coin set, 
through the use of never seen before hyper-metallic 
colour printing to truly accentuate the design of the 
Australian Coat of Arms. This set showcases the levels 
of innovation a world class, contemporary coin-making 
facility such as the Royal Australian Mint can reach.

Price: $32.50 310080

Mintage: 100 000   |   Designer: S. Devlin

2012 six coin 
year sets

210080

310080

2012 six coin year sets
Quality Craftmanship – Innovative Design
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The four Grand Slam® tournaments: Australian Open, 
French Open, Wimbledon and the US Open, represent 
the pinnacle of world tennis competition. Wimbledon 
was the first of these tournaments and commenced 
in 1877, with the Australian Open, originally the 
Australasian Championships, starting in 1905. Since 
then the Australian Open has been contested each 
year, except during the two World Wars and in 1986, 
when the tournament shifted from mid-December to 
mid-January.

Official Australian Open  
Men's and Women's Trophy Coins
The uncirculated coins feature the iconic trophies  
of the Australian Open presented on a background  
of curved stripes that mirror the rubber strip on a 
tennis ball. Given the iconic stature of both the  
Men's and Women’s trophies, we have given them  
their own respective coins. 

2012 $1 Uncirculated Coin – Men's 

Price $15.00 310146 

Nominal specifications: $1  |  Al/Br  |  9.00 g  |  25.00 mm  |  uncirculated  |  unlimited  |  W. Pietranik

2012 $1 Uncirculated Coin – Women’s

Price $15.00 310165

Nominal specifications: $1  |  Al/Br  |  9.00 g  |  25.00 mm  |  uncirculated  |  unlimited  |  W. Pietranik

310146

310165
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Official Australian Open  
100th Men’s Champion Coins

2012 $2 Selectively Gold Plated 
Fine Silver Proof Coin
The reverse of this coin features a representation of 
the medal that was presented to the Australian Open 
100th Men’s Champion, Novak Djokovic. This coin is 
presented in a black leatherette case with a Certificate 
of Authenticity, safely kept together in a beautifully 
designed outer box.

Price $95.00 210099 

Nominal specifications:  $2  |  Ag 99.9%  |  20.00 g  |  34.00 mm  |  proof  |  10 000  |  W. Pietranik

2012 $5 Uncirculated Coin
This uncirculated coin also depicts a representation of 
the medal that was presented to the Australian Open 
100th Men’s Champion, Novak Djokovic. This coin is 
presented in a clear plastic case within a card, so you 
will be able to view and enjoy it well beyond this year’s 
Australian Open.

Price $25.00 310148 

Nominal specifications: $5  |  Al/Zn/Br  |  20.00 g  |  38.74 mm  |  uncirculated  |  unlimited  |  W. Pietranik

210099

310148
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2012 Baby Set –  
Australian Uncirculated Coins
Immortalised on a $1 coin, author Ethel Pedley 
becomes the central character of this six coin collection. 
Woven through the charming plot of Dot and the 
Kangaroo are the themes of family and environmental 
conservation as well as images of native flora and 
fauna, which have all been vibrantly reproduced on 
both the inner coin wallet and outer packaging. Also 
included is a colour printed medallion, photo frame 
and space to record details on a family tree.

Price $45.00 310095

Mintage: Unlimited   |   $1 & Medallion Designer: A. Baggio

2012 Baby Set – 
Australian Proof Coins
The six stunning proof coins included in this set will 
stand the test of time and remain a delightful reminder 
of childhood. With a photo frame card and housed in a 
case with themed packaging, it makes a wonderful gift 
and unique collectible.

Price: $125.00 210093

Mintage: Unlimited   |   Medallion Designer: A. Baggio

Please note: For full nominal specifications of these products visit our website at www.ramint.gov.au

2012 Baby Set
Dot and the Kangaroo

310095

210093

20

Fe
br

ua
ry

  2
00

6 
   N

um
be

r 6
5



Do you feel uneasy just giving cash at a wedding?  
Then give a set of proof coins that you can personalise 
but still participate in modern and cultural traditions. 
Giving a set of proof coins will set you apart from 
other guests and show that you really wish the couple 
happiness and prosperity.

This coin set is presented in a leatherette case and 
accompanied by a plaque and printed card where you 
can enclose that something extra – even though on 
their own these coins will impress. Stunning proof coins 
will be a welcome inclusion in any wedding gift register 
or for those special wedding anniversaries in 2012.

Price: $145.00 210073

Mintage: Unlimited

Please note: For full nominal specifications of these products visit our website at www.ramint.gov.au

2012  
Australian Wedding  
Coin Collection

Engrave your  
message here
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This year’s Fine Silver Year Set continues the 
Royal Australian Mint’s tradition of releasing high 
quality products within our annual collection.

The 2012 Fine Silver Year Set showcases Australian 
circulating coin designs in silver and is minted in 
a gleaming proof finish. In this set, the familiar 
becomes the extraordinary as the silver brings out 
fine aspects of the coin designs that may not have 
been evident before.

Each wooden case includes a numbered plaque 
which matches the issue number featured on the 
Certificate of Authenticity.

Price $305.00 210123

Nominal Specifications: 5c |   Ag 99.9%   |   3.24 g |   19.41 mm   |   proof   |   5000   |   S. Devlin
 10c |   Ag 99.9%   |   6.57 g |   23.60 mm   |   proof   |   5000   |   S. Devlin
 20c |   Ag 99.9%   |   13.36 g |   28.52 mm   |   proof   |   5000   |   S. Devlin
 50c |   Ag 99.9%   |   18.24 g |   31.51 mm   |   proof   |   5000   |   S. Devlin
 $1 |   Ag 99.9%   |   11.66 g |   25.00 mm   |   proof   |   5000   |   S. Devlin
 $2 |   Ag 99.9%   |   8.55 g |   20.50 mm   |   proof   |   5000   |   H. Hahne 

2012  
Fine SilveR  
YeAR Set
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The six powerful designs on these coins capture some of 
Australia’s most significant naval ships, each with their 
own tales of achievement, heroism and battle scars.

HMAS AE2 – This was one of the very first Royal Australian 
Naval submarines, commissioned in 1914 following the 
outbreak of World War I.

HMAS Australia II – This county class heavy cruiser was 
commissioned in 1928.

HMAS Hobart II – An Adams class guided missile destroyer 
ordered for the Royal Australian Navy in the 1960s.

HMAS Yarra III – A modified type 12 frigate, 
commissioned in 1961.

HMAS Sydney III – A veteran of two tours of duty during 
the Korean War and also completed 24 round trips 
between Australia and Vung Tau during the Vietnam War.

HMAS Armidale II – This patrol boat was commissioned in 
2005 and is routinely involved in border protection duties.

Price: $363.00 210083

Nominal specifications: 6 x $2  |  Ag 99.9%   |  20.28 g  |  34 mm  |  proof  |  5000  |  A. Baggio

MASTERPIECES IN SILVER 
2011 SIX COIN SET
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RoYAl 
ColleCtion 
Album
Are you looking for the perfect way to keep all of your 
royal related products together in one collection? Or 
are you looking for a resource that helps you find 
information on all of the releases you need to complete 
a Royal Collection? If so, we have the perfect product 
and a feeling that you are going to love it.

The Royal Australian Mint has been marking historic 
Royal events and milestones since 1977 with a range 
of products from circulating coins to fine gold sets and 
PNCs. You can now keep them all and tick off your 
accomplishments in owning a full collection when you 
purchase the Royal Collection Album.

This is a beautifully presented binder complete with 
a checklist and information cards, plus sleeves and 
pockets to house your collection. We also provide 
reference cards for packaging you can’t store in this 
binder and the option to display the coins.

An innovative product from the Mint and a great way to 
pass some of your collection on to the next generation 
of budding coin collectors.

Price $80.00 710003
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2011 $5 Uncirculated Coin
In October, Her Majesty The Queen visited Australia 
as part of her official attendance at the 2011 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 
held in Perth.

Accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh, this is 
Her Majesty’s sixteenth visit to our shores.

To commemorate this visit, Royal Australian Mint 
senior coin sculptor Wojciech Pietranik has created a 
regal design featuring sixteen St Edward’s Crowns, to 
symbolise each of Her Majesty’s visits to Australia, on 
an uncirculated five dollar coin.

The coin is then presented in an exclusive display card 
with majestic colours which also includes a special 
pocket to add the Vladimir Gottwald design of the 
CHOGM 2011 commemorative circulating $1 coin, 
completing the Royal Collection for 2011.

Price $20.00 310097

Nominal specifications: $5   |   Al/Zn/Br   |   20.00 g  |  38.74 mm  |  frosted uncirculated  |   
unlimited  |  W. Pietranik
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Sydney Royal Easter Show
We are looking forward to visiting the  
Royal Easter Show in Sydney from  
5 – 18 April 2012. Come and see us to  
pick up your ‘S’ counterstamp show  
token. We will also have lots of other 
products for sale. We will be located  
near the CWA stand so it is predicted  
that many scones will be eaten by the  
Royal Australian Mint team! 

Brisbane ANDA Show
The Brisbane ANDA Show is fast 
approaching. It will be held at the  
Brisbane Table Tennis Centre, Windsor, 
from 26 – 27 May 2012. We will be  
offering the ANDA Show exclusive  
Brisbane Town Hall coin at the show.  
These low mintage coins have proven to  
be popular so make a note in your diary  
to come and see us at the show.

Update your records
If it has been a while since we have 
emailed you, or if you have changed your 
address, please let us know so we can 
update our records. You can do this  
via the Mint Issue Order Form, online 
when placing your next order or by 
phoning our Call Centre.

Collection by Selection
Just a reminder to our Collection by 
Selection Gold and Silver Members that 
you only have until 27 April 2012 to get 
your orders in for your very own exclusive 
double-effigy coin. Gold Members have 
the opportunity to secure a limited edition 
2012 $1 Australian Decimal Effigies – 
Machin 1966 Fine Silver Proof Coin,  
while Silver Members have the opportunity 
to purchase a limited edition 2012  
$1 Australian Decimal Effigies Machin 1966 
Fine Silver Gem Uncirculated Coin. If you 
have not received your exclusive order 
form yet, please let us know.

off the 
presses
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This Issue’s From the Vault, is actually a collection of 
coins. They may not have started out that way, but 
time has joined them together where they will no 
doubt remain.

One of the Royal Australian Mint’s most treasured 
items is a curious formation of coral, indented with 
old, foreign coins. This piece of coral, which 
contains Dutch cobs, once grew on the wreck 
of the Vergulde Draek or ‘Gilt Dragon’. 
The Vergulde Draek, one of the oldest 
recorded wrecks on the infamous Western 
Australian coast, met its watery end 
in 1656. 

Of the 78 600 guilders worth of silver coin 
that the ‘Gilt Dragon’ was carrying, a few have 
become part of Australia’s National Coin Collection and are 
on permanent display in the Royal Australian Mint’s Gallery. 
Among the coins recovered include two eight reale coins, 
which are more commonly known as ‘pieces of eight’,  
the much sought after coins of pirate lore. 

The ‘Gilt Dragon’ was a 260 tonne, 42 metre 'jacht', a light, 
fast sailing vessel used by the Dutch navy. On its second 
voyage to the spice-trading headquarters of the Verenigde 
Oostindische Compagnie (United East Indies Company)  
at Batavia (Jakarta), it sailed too far east and struck a reef  
on 28 April 1656, just 5.6 kilometres off the Western 
Australian coastline.

These coins lay undiscovered from April 1656, when the ship  
sank, until the shipwreck was discovered in 1963. The 'Coins 
in the Coral', as well as the famous ‘pieces of eight’, are 
currently on permanent display at the Royal Australian Mint.

from the 
vault
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Contact details:  Royal Australian Mint
Tel:  1300 652 020  8.30 am to 5.00 pm Mon – Fri AEST (cost of local call Australia-wide)

International Tel:  +61 2 6202 6800
Fax:  +61 2 6202 6953
Mail:  Royal Australian Mint, Locked Bag 31, Kingston ACT 2604, Australia
Website and E-shop:  www.ramint.gov.au

© Commonwealth of Australia 2012

NB: Coins shown in this catalogue are not actual size unless stated.  
All prices are inclusive of GST. For full nominal coin specifications 
please visit our website. All products are subject to availability.  
All new April coin releases will also be available to purchase from  
the Mint Coin Shop from 8.30 am on 2 April 2012, unless otherwise 
stated in Mint Issue.

Abbreviations:
Unc – Uncirculated
Frunc – Frosted Uncirculated
Circ – Circulated
SGP – Selectively Gold Plated

Continuing with our Wheat Sheaf theme for 2012,  
the 2012 $10 Gold Proof Coin features the replica 
of the pre-decimal Australian threepence. 

Given the popularity of our limited edition gold proof 
products, we once again are going to hold a ballot  
for the 2012 $10 Gold Proof Coin – Wheat Sheaf. 
There are only 2500 coins available in this ballot, with 
each presented in a capsule housed in a wooden case. 
The outside packaging continues the mintmark wheat 
sheaf theme so this is the perfect coin to complete your 
wheat sheaf collection.

Price $360.00 210091

Nominal Specifications:  $10  |  Au 99.99%  |  1/10 oz  |  17.53 mm  |  proof  |  2500  |  George Kruger Gray

To enter the ballot, please return the provided 
ballot sheet by return mail to:

Royal Australian Mint 
Locked Bag 31 
Kingston ACT 2604

All entries must be received by 23 April 2012. 
The ballot will be drawn on 24 April 2012  at the Royal Australian Mint, 
Denison Street, Deakin, ACT. Successful entrants will be notified at the Mint’s earliest 
convenience. Please refer to ballot terms and conditions on the ballot form.

2012 $10 Gold Proof Coin 
– Wheat Sheaf


